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and intereſting Tours, inWaLzs 
Havin g become ſcarce, the preſent 
Editor has been induced to com- 


preſs various ſelections from them | 


into one volume, leaving each Touriſt 


to purſue: his reſpective track. He 
has availed himſelf alſo of the moſt 


vate communications; 4 for the latter 


reſpectable hiſtories, and other pri- 


of which, he begs. to return has Dur. 2 


= 3 * "Is F : ; aL *© 
T7 A n . . 
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4015 0 have digeſted the (nap — 


one regular Journey, might to! ſome : 
N tra- 


— 


EE 


— 


1 PREFACE. 
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travellers have appeared de fi —_ 


but in that caſe, much of the beauty 


and ſcenery of the country would 


4 have been unnoticed,” from the ex- 


ternal or internal ſituation of par- 
ticular objects; whereas, by di- 


_ viding it into { ſeparate ſeQions, 
each route becomes more fully de- 
 feribed. Hence, whoever may be 
deſirous to make any part of the T2 
Tour of Wales, will almoſt every 
L where find an excurfion marked out, 


its antiquities and beauties de- 
feribed, with every other } eading 


& nog of d pe 


-"jþ ths TEAM'S the diftine 8 
re pointed out; and in ſome in- 


78 where authors may have 


differed in their narratives, it has. 
been thqught adviſable to retain 


each deſcription, for the fake of ob- | 
caining a more accurate account of 
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places. This will undoubtedly at 
ford conſiderable novelty and d wy ö 


to the . 


In exploring the pictureſque hab 7 
ties of WAL Es, it is hoped therefore 
that this little volume will be found 
eſſentially uſeful. It has been long 
allowed that no Country can boaſt 
of richer proſpects, or encompaſs 


. of more hiſtoric n, 


N. B. Any communications far 
the improvement of a future Edition © 


of theſe Tous, will be gratefully 


acknowledged by the publiſher, agd 


_ attended to. 
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authority of Boch 
& Welch from ap 
OT Neah. 2 22 hat Britain, However, 

pled from Gaul 1000 years © 
before Chriſt, appears very probable 
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the arguments in favour &f "0 

from the eee of ie n he iſland 5 
itſelf. ä 3 has een well 6b; | 
I 7 | 5 3 


2 | INTRODUCTION. 


that names deſcriptive of national | 
manners cannot be the original ap- 
pellations of any people; they ref! ult 
from the intercourſe and experience 
of the ſtates around them, on whoſe 
. territories they have dared to in- 
Ar bs 
The name of Cymri appears to 
have been the great hereditary diſ- 
tinction of the Gauls upon the conti- 
nent, and to have been carried with 
them into all their conqueſts; it was 
not retained in our ifland merely by 


the natives of Wales, but was equally 5 


the appellation of a nation in the 
ſouth-weſt of Somerſetſhire and the th 
nor th. eaſt of Cornwall. 8 

The firſt denomination of. our ur 


© ind was certainly Albion, a name 


given before the country Was inha- 
bited: it was the Celtic term for 
9 heights or eminences. The Alps, : 
Ke ages —_ the days of 1 | 

9 were 
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| INTRODUCTION: . Fr 7 


h were- alia Albia ; ; and in his time 
there remained two tribes on the ; 


mountains that bore he” names of | 


Albiceci and Albienſes. 


| © The ſecond ache was RO 5 
of Britain, derived from a Celtic 
word likewiſe, ſignifying divided,” 
not painted: this etymology has 
lately been proved not to have heen 
applied to the region, but beſtowed 
on the inhabitants; not previouſly - 
borne on the continent by the origi- 
nal ſettlers of the country, but aſ- 
ſumed or received at n kult re- 


moval into the iſland. 


IT begeneral denomination « Wales 

was not impoſed on the country by 
the Saxons, but was the acknow- 

| kdged appellation of the region as 
early as the fixth century; if we may - 
believe a quotation from Talicflinz as 


cited 1 Mr. Davies. 
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1 INTRODUCTION: . | 
Our knowledge of the ei | 


un yague/ and. unſatisfying, and 


muſt. ever remain ſo, as they com- 
mitted few things, if any, to writ- 


ing, though they were certainly not 


utdcquainted withletters ; for, among 
the maxims collected by Gollet, 
| there is one that forbids their myſte- 
She could never have been given, 
had letters been entirely unknown: 
ſome. curious particulars, however, 
may at leaſt be traced from tradition, 
and others from ſpecimens of their 
poetry that have been recited hy the 
natives. As guardians of what they 
called true religion, they of courſe 
poaſſeſſed the greateſt authority among 
the people; no laws were inſtituted; 
by the princes without their advice. 
They taught the immortality, and 
ſome ſay the tranſmigration, of the 
boy * a doctrine borrowed from the 


* | 


3 b 
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Pyehazoreans, though Clemens Alex- 
andrinus expreſsly aſſerts that os Py- 
thagoreans bornewed: chat en 
from them. * 

Once a year they, with thoth chief, 


an Arch-Druid; aſſembled at a fixed 5 


: time and place to hear cauſes and 
determine all diſputes; where their 
deciſive court was held has never 
in Angleſea, as that ifland was cer- 
tainly their metropolis: 80 great 
was the power of the Druids, that 


not only the property, but alſo the 


lives of the people were entirely at 
their diſpoſal; and this power conti 
nued abſolute till the time of Tibe- 
rius: it was afterwards ſuppreſſed by 
eee „under the fair pretext of 
aboliſhing human ſaerifices; but the 
prieſts themſelves, their gods, and 
_ altars' rams ad IE in _ 
. E yn 5 
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ſcurity, till the final delruciion ot 
1 1 
When that part of "= ag which 
ae ene the preſent kingdom 
of England and principality of Wales, 
Was divided into feveral petty. king- 
doms, the inhabitants were all diſtin- 
guiſhed by different names. The 
principality of Wales, formerly com- 
prehending the Whole country be- 
yond the Severn, was in the Roman 
times occupied by the Silures, the | 
Dimetæ, and Ordovices ; | to theſe 
belonged not only the twelve counties 
of Wales, but likewiſe the two 
others lying beyond the Severn, He- 
refordſhire, and Monmouthſhire, 
which in the reign of Charles the 
Second were firſt reckoned amongſt | 
the I counties.) 4 4h 
- The country now. known — the 
name of North Wales 1 was inhabited 


. * Ordovices „ who held 
25 out 1 
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out firſt againſt the Romans, and 
afterwards againſt the Engliſh, after 
the other Britons were ſubdued; for 
by the Romans they were not e- 


duced tilt the time of Domitian, nor 


by the _— tl ts rei PET of TINY 
the Firſt,” | 
- About 00 years "before the 
: Chriſtian #ra, Britain was firſt in- 
vaded by the Romans under Julius 
Cæſar; afterwards by Claudius, and 
at length became a province under 
the Roman empire; it was governed 
by lieutenants, or deputies, ſent from 
Rome, as Ireland is now by deputies 
from England; and continued thus 
under the Romans for upwards of 


400 years; till that empire being in- 


vaded by the Goths and Vandals, 
the Romans were forced not only to 
recall their own armies, but alſo to- 


draw from hence the braveſt of the 


4 Briten: | 
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Britons, for their aſſiſtance unn 5 
thoſe barbarians. | 
The country being let in a OY 7% 


fenceleſs ſtate was invaded. by the 


Scots, who were ſo rapacious, that the 
Britons ſent over a miſerable appli- 


cation for relief to Ætius, the Roman | 


general, who, by ſeveral famous ſuc- 
ceſſes, for a time had repelled the 7 


violence of the Gothic arms; but, re- 
deiving no hopes of any ſuccours 
from that general, the South Britons, 
invited over the Saxons, WhO no . 


ſooner delivered them from their an- 


dient foes the Pitts and Scots, than. 
they ſtrengthened their own numbers, 
turned their arms againſt the natives, 


and conquered them, ſome few ex- 
cepted, who ſecured them{eIves. in 
the mountains of Wales ; whence; 


their deſcendants. have always been 


8 by the title of An wy 
Dh = 5 Wales | 


INTRODUCTION. | is 
Wales was anciently bounded by 


| the Triſh ſeas, and by the rivers Se. 


= vern and Dee, till the Saxons became 
maſters of all the level countries 


over thoſe rivers; and till, O, 


King of Mercia, made the cet. 
brated trench, which is fill calledby —_ 
His name. This trench, which ex- 
tended from north to ſouth ; from 


the mouth of the river Dee to that f 


the Wye, has been thought to have 


been an imitation of the ramparts, 


which were thrown up by Agricola, — 


Adrian, and Severus, - to guard the 


Romans againſt the incurſions of the 


northern barbarians. 


Notwithſtanding many attempts 


of the Engliſh, the Welch enjoyed 


their own laws, and lived under their 


own princes, till in the year 1282 
Llewellin loſt both his principality 
and life. In the reign of Henry the 


_ Eighth, Wales was incorporated! and # 


* See Tour from Cheſter, p. 56. 
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united with England; and, by a ſta- 


tute of the 27th of that reign, alllaws 
liberties of England were to take 


place there; from which time the 


Welch have approved themſelves 
truly worthy of their high origin, 
al and. dutiful to their King, and 
ways zealous for the welfare of the. 


community: 
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| ROMAN rie PA mY 
' on” 


4 NORTH WALES. 


PF HE romantic beauties of nature 
are fo ſingular and extravagant 
in the principality of Wales, parti 


cularly in the counties of Merioneth = 
and Caernarvon, that they a are ſcarcely. _ 


to be conceived by thoſe Who have _ 
confined their. curioſity to the other "NY 
parts. of Great Britain. 1 
This journey was e ra- 

ther late in the autumn; the ſeaſon 1 
proved remarkably favourable; nei- 

ther rains nor winds impeded, mx 
progreſs the ain on, the mountains 
was left rarified hy the ſummers 
Heat, the ſun ſhone out all the -— 


—— 


1 wren TOURS... x 


moſt winter approach. 
I fer ont from ain, to 
a rich vale in Montgomeryſhire. 


are remarkably pleaſant, abound 


Welch Poole is a 1 of "WY 


takes its name from a contemptible 
black pool, which is ſaid to BE _ 


8 


thomable. n 
About a mile Nomi . dands 


Powis caſtle, or Red caſtle, from the 
colour of the ſtones of which i it is: 
built: The ſituation of it is certainly 
very noble; ; but I cannot agree with 
Lord Lyttleton, that three thouſand” 

un s* and make it the moſt * 


— — —— — 
— * — 


gun to b himſelf againſt this al- 


Welch Poole—the-laft eight miles 
afforded a moſt beautiful proſpect. of 
The vales throughout this county _ 


vor mag and are nnn in W 


note it is one of the five boroughs 5 
in Montgomeryſhire, which Jointly S 
ſend a member to Parliament. It 
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aſk place i in the kingdom : : chere! is 
much to be done in the mere ap- 
proach, and at preſent you are obliged ; 
to aſk where the Severn runs. The 
ground is laid out in that formal 
g ſtyle of gardening that was brought 
in at the Revolution, and there will 
be much diene in tives it wits 
e „ „ wet oe 
On my return to. Poole, 'F ordered 
a carriage to. convey me to Llanvair: 
this was to be my laſt ſtage on 
% known ground the road was per- 
fectly good, the people in general 
ſpoke Engliſh, and their civility was 
ſo remarkable, that the very turnpike 
man was grateful for the toll. I Was 
here moſt ſtrongly: e to 
a good houſe, about twelve miles 


diſtant, but found it only a miſerable 4 


hut; I therefore preſſed onwards as ; 
faſt as poſlible, and after ſome diſſi- 


$ ulies Aire at, Dogon Meals - 5 
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This city (for dynys is Welch ſor 


G poſſeſſed of many and great 


advantages ; there is no body corpo- 
rate to divide it into faction, there i Wo 


not a fin gle office thatcan poſſibly be 


conterided for—the rent of houſes 
will be the fame at all feaſons, and 

even in Auguſt you are never ineom- 2 
moded by the ſun. The river is 
not large, but it win never be 1 in- | 


eroached upon by the inhabitants ; 
55 their ſequeſtered walks will never be 


yured by any freſh dealers in taſte. 
* did not ſee a cathedral, nor bad 


& either biſhop'or palace. 


There is no d LE bee 


oy open here. 


The r is bed b in great repute. 


I had the pleaſure to be prefent at one 
play, which i is here called an were 


Ae, probably a carrtrptron from our 


term interlude. The piece was ſaid 
to o have ng) written by s eclebrated = 


; 
: 1 7 
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Mr. _— ſomething, "ou lived lon. 


Bula: 
"Tho: bd a Dyape- Mies 
afforded but little amuſement, and 


the firſt caſt of Cader Idris greatly 


| 1 0 me; but I ſoon recol- 


„that as I was then on high 


porn it muſt have been from ſorne 
other point of view: that this moun- 


| tain had rendered itſelf ſo remark 
able. In the courſe of this reflec- 


tion, I was on a ſudden'delighted 


with the country round Dolgelly; 


woods, rocks, a rich vale, à fine 


river, and, at that diſtance, the a" 2 


pearance of rather a decent 
ſurrounded with many gentl 


ſeats; theſe, contraſted: with the har- 


renneſs I had juſt travelled through, 
all joined to render thi 7 trul . 


deli ny 
At the inn chere was Wel to 
be dbtaned ſo that as foon as poſ- 
üble 


— Ii 


„„ Tours, 


fible 1 ſent vut for 4 guide, that 1 


might retire to the mountains. 
Whilſt I was in waiting, I inquired 
about the only tolerable building I 
then ſaw, and was told it was for 
cock-matches, i ſuch as we had in 


England; that they were juſt over, 
but that I might go immediately and 


# 


ſee a famous man from London bew g 


triebs of fight of bond. 


td dh be avide, Lhe - 


out immediately for Cader Idris, and 


found the tract exceedingly good, 
till I came to a prominent part of tbe 


mountain, and here, F muſt acknow- 
ledge, my head: was too giddy. ſuffi- 
_ciently to admire the amazing ſcene 
that was opening to my view. At 
length having gained the ſummit 
(the whole aſcent being near three 


miles) on a fine piece of level ground, 5 
I could with comfort ſurvey the ſea, | 


; the Caernarvonſhire ſhore, Snowdon: 
e without 


"WIL 
5 
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without a cloud 


upon his top ; lakes, | 


_ rivers, rocks, and precipices, which 
were every way ſpread before me; 


at the bottor-of the hill, on the op- 


poſite ſide, was a ſmall village, to 


which ſeveral were returning heavy 
loaden. from Dolgelly market; this 
village is remarkable for nothing but 


the remains of a ſmall caſtle, whoſe 


miſerable ſituation could not ſecure 
it from the depredations of Crom 
well's army. In the courſe of my 


ſurvey of the mountain, it ſeemed to 


take a thouſand capricious forms; 
but the moſt wonderful part of it 18 
the tremendous peak, which over- 
hangs the lake of the Three 
Grains: but here I ſhall forbear de- 


dec as a fine repreſentation of 


; +. 


* The common > dene theſe — | 
nge crags to have been caſt out of the ſhoes. 


1 res e _ 
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it has been lately executed by the in- 
genious and accurate pencil of Mr. 
Wilſon. On my return I diſco- 
vered, far out of any tract, on the 
ſteepeſt part of the hill, a man ga- 
 thering rock-moſs to dye baizes red. 
This excreſeence is chiefly: ſold to 
Dublin ; it affords a moſt beautiful 
zolour at firſt, and if mixed with 
- Proper ingredients and diſtilled; will; 
it is ſaid, become permanent. Be- 
ing _— thi rity with beat s and a- 8 
tigue, I inquired for ſome goat's 
milk, buy to no purpoſe; the guide, 
however, informed me, that *u 
eould procure me from a neighbour- 
ing cottage a liquor peculiar to that 
part of North Wales, which in | 
nitely exceeded Stirom eyder; I taſted 
it, and found it was made of moun- 
; tain-aſh berries and crabs or floes ; 1 
it ſhould remain at leaſt half a vear in 
5 the veſſel before it is bottled off, and 
; Ol if | 
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if it were then kept to a proper age, 
it would not be altogether contemp- 
turn to Dolgelly was ſome what be- 
guiled by the conſequential informa- 
tion of the guide, and ] muſt _ 2 
greatly entertained i of FN N . 
The next morning being Stintlagt _ 
; f went to eight o clock prayers here: 
the area of the church is ſpacious, 
and the pews neat; there is a coving 
roof of wood, which is neceſſary to 
aid the voice, as the floot is only 
clay covered with deep ruthes; the 
congregation. was large} and d K 
vice was read with —__ —_— LY 
terable propriety. : | 
My ftay was . 20 „ Dol 
gs that the maſter of the inn, 
who was abſent on my firſt” arrival; 
and who was juſtly recommended 
to mo as an intelligent perſon, mige 
5 ne M04 ſor the three wonderful 
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* in this neighbourhood 


one of them is in ſo obſcure a place, 
that the miniſter of an adjoining pa- 
Tiſh, whom I afterwards met with, 
had never till that time even heard 


of it. About five miles on the road 


towards Tan y Bwlch, we turned on 
the left hand to ſee the firſt, which 


I take to be a part of the river Der); 


5 this is not more than fifty feet in 


height, but you may afterwards trace 


it for near mile, through crags and 


trees, before it reaches its rocky bed 


at the bottom; the others are falls 


of whole rivers, the Mothwaye and 
the Cayne, over the tops of two 


rocky mountains; the former per- 

85 haps may not be above one hundred | 

feet in height, but the latter is cer- 
tainly at leaſt an hundred yards; 
doth of them are ſhaded with beau- 0 
tiful woods on the ſides of bills, 


vat, ſus AL. mits are in the clouds, | | 


+ $ # 
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contraſt as the high poliſn of Ked- 
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; ad whoſe feet are whitened by the 


foam of theſe tremendous cataracts. . 


l was much ſtruck with the ſitua- 


tion of Mrs. Griffith's houſe at Tan 
y Bwlch; at firſt fight it ſomewhat 
reſembled Matlock Bath; but the 
hills in front are thrown to a fine 
diſtance, and behind the houſe they 
are covered with wood. Through a 
very ſpacious valley the river Dryryd 
runs, and from the tops of the 


mountains are frequent and not in- 


conſfiderable cataracts; indeed, moſt 
of the romantic proſpects of North 


Wales, taken ſeparately, . are inſi- . 


nitely ſuperior to thoſe of Derby- 
ſhire; but where ſhall we find, with- 
in the ſame diſtance, ſuch amazing 


leſton oppoſed to the bleak horrors 


_ofithe Peak diu 51 067 ane nl 


At the 8 of about Hen 
miles (the road moſt beautifully di- 
))) -. - > 


"Bs wien rouns. . 


verſiſſed) the ſcene changes on a ſud- 
den to ſome dark and naked preei- 
pices; at the bottom is a large = 
baſon, which receives the e e : 
or Black Cataract, as it is called. 
The road to Harlech afforded 4 
| alli there could ſcarce be more 
within the compaſs of ten miles. 
For the firſt three we ſurveyed ** the 
% Happy Valley; * we then paſſed 
bdbya beautiful lake, and having gained 
the next mountain, ſaw the caſtle, 
| ent on à high rock, which pro- 
Jjects into the Iriſh ſea. It muſt be 
W confelied, however, that the laſt two 
miles were rather a4 ſtair-caſe 
path but IT have frequently tra- 
pelled for twenty miles mene in 
tze midland counties of England 
with more danger and difficulty. In 
Wales one has the e of OY 
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that they are ng _ e 


ments in roads. 


Harlech ſtands on the nonuner | 
| ſide of the county of Merioneth ; its 


houſes are mean. There is a good har- 


bour for ſhips, but no ſhips for the 


harbour. It is remarkable only for 
its old decayed caſtle, which was 


defended by a Britiſh nobleman againſt 
Edward the Fourth, till an Earl of 
Pembroke, after almoſt incredible 
difficulties, compelled it to ſurrender. 


It has been confidently aſſerted, that 


this caſtle was built before Edward 


the Firſt's time, and that all he did 


was the making ſome additions; _ 5 
pecially to the fortifications; but I 


ſhould be rather inelined to think that - 


it was planned at leaſt by Ed 


A tradition goes, kkat the we 


men, after they had. got to a conſide- 
rable height, were all taken off to 
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build the c Hes of Aberyſtwith and 


Caernarvon; and, indeed, there are 
eyident marks of a pantien. [ 


An unpoliſhed people, it — 


ſerved, have little or no curioſity; I' 
had ſeated myſelf by the fire-ſide in 
ons of the houſes at Harlech, with- 
out the inhabitants ex preſſing the 
leaſt ſurpriſe at it ; the guide and at- 
tendants began to be rather clamor- 
ous for ſome refreſhment, and the 
People at length brought them done | 


g | oatmeal bread, ” | 1 


From Harlech a freſh 215 con- 
ducted me over the top of the moun- 
tain, and | found. an entire good rat 
on my return to Tany Bwleh. | 

Leaving my little inn there with 
regret,” 1 paſſed a dreary. cloud-capt 
country, till I came to a road which, 
For near a mile, was cut through a 
| barren rock, and finely prepare | 

for the ſcene that was to open upon 
| me. 
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1 On a ſudden I came upon Pont 

: Aberglaſlyn, the bridge that divides” 
the counties of Merioneth and Caer- 
nar von. It conſiſts of only one wide! 
ſtone arch, thrown over a conſide- 

rable water-fall, from two perpendi- 
cular precipices ; beyond it is a ſemi- 
cirele of rock, which forms a ſal- 
mon-dea p, above which, in ſpawn- 
ing time, the fiſh frequently attempt 
to lodge themſelves, at the amazing 
height of five or ſix yards; they are 
frequently caught here in the ſeaſon” 
with nets, and ſometimes with ſpears 
that are barbed for the purpoſe; but 
having paſſed the bridge, how ſhall” 
I expreſs'my feelings! the dark tre- 
mendous preeipiees, the rapid river 
roaring over disjointed rocks, black 
caverns, and iſſuing cataradts; all 
ſerve to make this the nubleſt ſpeci-! 
men of the horrid the eye can poſ- 
ws behold: the poet has not de- 
PIE | F der | 
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ſeribed, nor the painter aged fo 
gloomy a:retreat..:/ -/{; nbhc 
Having ſtaid too long 1 in contem- 4 
plating this amazing pals, I poſted as. 
faſt as poſſible over a rocky deſert to 
gain ſome refreſhment at Bethkelert; 
the blackſmith's houſe appearing. 
the neateſt, I alighted, and was able 
to obtain two eggs, Which might 
here be conſidered as a moſt luxuri- 
ous repaſt. At Tan y Bwlch I had 
| been informed, that 1 ſhould really 
meet with very decent accommoda- 
tions at Bettus, and might with com- 
fort take up my abode there ſor an 
evening. As I travelled, I reflected 
ion Burnet's Deſcription of a part of 
CCaernarvonſhire, that it was the 
fragment of a demoliſhed World;“ 1 
and on making ſome ſlight oblerve- 5 
tion to the guide of the drearineſs 
that ſurrounded me, Aye, nik, | 
_ fays he, © this. muſt bays been an 
988 a * ancient 
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ancient country indeed, for you 
<< ſee it is worn out to the very 
„ ſtones; this remark; however, 
is probably rather good than new; 
but we are now. arrived at Bettus, 

and the guide pointed to the houſe | 
where I was to get lodging and 
entertainment. In ſuch a fitua- 
tion, only one 9 could pro- 
perly be aſked, which was, how. 
| many miles to Cacrnarvon ? F inding 
the diſtance only fix miles, 1 deter- 
mined to hazard it. I muſt own I 
did here expatiate a little on recom- 
mendations, and ſaid it was impoſ- 
ſible that the guide, as well as the 
miſtreſs of the inn at Tan y Bwlch, 
could be ſo intolerably miſtaken ; 
the man apologized with great frank - 
neſs, that he did not think the houſe 
altogether ſo bad, as my Honour 
would have been ſure to have We | 
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Within three miles of Caernar- 
von I was agreeably furprifed with 
a very fine road, and a new bridge, 
which will open a free communica- 
tion with theſe unfrequented regions, 
and induce the curious to viſit the 
wonders of the Britiſh Alps, in pre- 
ference to the mountains of Switzer- 
land, or the Glacieres of Savoy. 
I pafled my evening at a very 
good inn at Caernarvon, and having 
procured an intelligent guide, re- 
turned early next morning through 
Bettus to the foot of Snowdon,— 
Having left my horſes at a ſmall 
hut, and hired a mountaineer to carry 
ſome cordials and proviſions, with a 
ſpiked ſtick, but imprudently with- 
out nails in my ſhoes, about ten 
o'clock I began to aſcend the moun- 
tain. The two firſt miles were ra- 
1 ther boggy and diſagreeable; but, 
=; prin 280 W | HE 1 ſoon 
=  .- . forgot 


weren roots. t 


fotgot all diffculties: in the ebiitle 
| of the two laft | piſſed by fix precil- 
pices, which I believe were very for- 
midable; but as I was near the brink, 
and the wind very high, 1 did not 
venture to examine too narrowly. 
On the ſummit, which is a plain 
about ſix yards in clrcutnferente, the 
air was perfectly mild and ſerene, 


and I could with pleaſure contemp- 


late the amazing map that was un- 
folded to my view. From thence 
may be diſtinctly ſeen, Wicklow 
hills in Ireland, the Iſſe of Man, 
Cumberland, Latini Chettifee,, 7 
Shroplhire, and part of Scotland ; 
all the counties of North Wales, the | 
Iſle of Angleſea; rivers, "plains, : 
woods, rocks, and mountains, fix 
and twenty lakes, and two ſeas; it 
is doubted whether there is another 
circular proſpect ſo extenſive in any 
part of the terraqueous globe. Who | 


'E4 ( 
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could take ſuch a ſurvey, wh 1 
perceiving his ſpirits elevated in ſome 
proportion to the height? Who could 


behold ſo bountiful a diſplay of na- 


ture without wonder and ecſtacy ? 
Who but muſt feel even a degree of 
pride from having gained an emi- 
nence, from which he could with | 
eaſe overlook the neſt of the eagle ? | 
But as the level walks of life are 
beſt ſuited to the generality of man- 
kind, it became neceſſary to conſider 
that this was no ſpot where I could 
properly make any laſting abode, 
and that the return would be attended 25 
with at leaſt as much difficulty as 
the aſcent. Having deſcended a mile 
or two, did not think it amiſs to 
inquire about an ex hauſted mine that 
Iſaw at a diſtance; and 1 could make ; 
this 1 inquiry with the better grace, as 
. che guides had hitherto Witz won 


dered 1 | : 
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dered at my . the 
informed was only copper... 

At the foot of Snowdon n 
alechalf a mile out of the way to 


ſee a water-fall; the fide-rock was 


exceedingly beautiful, but the cata- 
ract itſelf was rather -contemptible, 
after the noble ones 1 had ſeen in the 
__ neighbourhood of Dolgelly. As the 
guides ſeemed to think a floating 
iſland; about two miles diſtant, was 
a moſt wonderful phænomenon, and 
related many ſingular mf _ - furpri- - 
ſing tales concerning at, I indulg- 
ed their credulity ſo ba as to go and 
inſpect it. The lake, as they called 
it, was ſomewhat bigger than a com- 
mon duck- pond ; and the ifland was 
a knotty piece of bog, which, after 
very heavy rains, might ** pollibly 
float in it. F 
On my return to ee 10 en. 
. the town and caſtle. . he 
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town was built by the command of 


Edward the Firſt, out of the ruins 


aof the ancient city of Segontium, 


ated between two rivers, and has a 


beautiful proſpect of the Iſle of An- 
gleſea; it was formerly of very great 
account when the Princes of Wales 


kept their chancery and exchequer 
courts there. On the weſt ſide of it 
ſtands the caſtle, which was built to 
curb the Welch mountaineers, and 
ſecure a paſſage to the oppoſite ſhore. 


In a part of it, called the Eagle 
Tower, you are ſhewn the remains of 
a chamber in which Edward the Se- 
n * is ſaid to have Bore: one's 


. * The. * of that a . un 
ſortunate Prince is ſtill preſerved ; ; it is now 
in the poſſeſſion of a clergyman in Gloucefter- 


. ſhire, to whom it deſcended from one of his 


— who attended the Prince in n as 
nw N tow | 
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about ten years after his birth it was 4 
befieged by the Welch, but it was 


afterwards repaired; and both the 

town and caſtle had divers privileges 
confirmed to them by different ſove= 
reigns, down to the reign of Eliza- 
beth ; during the laſt civil war they 
were held for King Charles, but were 
afterwards ſurreridered on conditions- 
to the Parliament. On viewing theſe 
ſpacious ruins, I could only rumi- 
nate on the changes they had under- 
| gone 3 to think that. thoſe walls, 
which heretofore re founded with ac 
clamations on the birth of the firſt 


— Engliſh Prince of Wales, fhould now | 


afford ſhelter only to a few miſerable 
cottages, from the tempeſtuous blaſts 
of the Briſtol channel! 

I made ſeveral excurſions into the | 
Iſle of Angleſea, the well-known 
k ſeat- 'of the Druids : : this. may now 
be conſidered as clafſi cal ground ; 
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for An Mona i is deſtroyed, ind 
her altars aboliſhed ;. though fires 
have conſumed her groves, and her 
prieſts have periſhed by the ſword; 
yet, like the Phenix, ſhe riſes more 


glorious from decay ; her aſhes have 


given birth to the Caractacus of Ma- 


ſion, and the fate of her bards to the 


inſpiration of Gray. 
Nothing could be more delightful 


; than the ride from Caernarvon to 


Bangor; to the right hand were 
Snowdon Hills, and to the left the 


river Menai, or, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, the Strait between the continent 


and the Ifland of Angleſea ; I had 
now got into day-light and the po- 


lite world again: there had been "mn 
diverſion the night before at Caernar- 


von, and the road was s covered over 


with carriages. 


Bangor lies at 1 north end of "uy 


© ſame frith, or arm of the ſea, which 


| 
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Is the paſſage. to Angleſea, - where 8 
has a harbour for boats. It was 
once ſo large as to be called Bangor 


the Great, and was defended with a 


powerful caſtle, built by Hugh Earl 
of Cheſter, which has long ſince 
been demoliſhed. The town is now 


of very little note, except for being x 


the ſee of a biſhop ; the palace 1 is neat, 
but deplorably fituated : this is 
doubly mortifying in a country where 
_ every part of the neighbourhood. is ; 
pictureſque and pleafing. i 
Between Bangor and Conway 1 
paſſed over the famous mountain 
Called Penmaen Mawr ; ; the road 
muſt formerly have been very fright- 


ful, but a wall is now. built to the _ 


ſea ſide, to which it is ſaid the city 
of Dublin very largely contributed: 
to form this road it has already coſt 
WF of two ns PN 
Fm 
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From hence the country opens in- 
to a plain, which extends as far as 
the river Conway, the eaſtern limit 
of the county of Caernarvon. It riſes 
out of a lake of the fame name, and 
runs with a north-weſt courſe, re- 
, ceiving in the ſhort ſpace of twelve 
miles more than as many rivers; ſo 
that at Aberconway, where it diſ- 
charges its waters into the Iriſh Sea, 
it is full a mile broad, and capable 
of bringing ſhips of almoſt any ſize 
up to the town: at prefent Conway 
bears only ſome miclancholy- marks of 8 
what it once was. . 
I ̃ he caſtle till remains one of te 
nobleſt monuments of antiquity; 

is built in the ſame ſtile with that of 
Caernarvon, but is far more regular. 
The outſide is the fame as in  - 
time of Edward the Firſt, except one 
tower, and that was not demoliſhed 


with either battering engines or can- 
| | — 
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nons; but by the people of the place 

taking ſtones from the foundation of 
it. Some remains of the principal 
rooms are ſtillł to be ſeen, the dimen. 
ſions of which have been accurately 
given by Lord Lyttleton, and an 
elegant view of them in Antiquities 
by Mr. Groſe; but I had never 
ſeen the outſide of this moſt vene- 
rable ruin to advantage, had I not 
walked over ſome poliſhed ground 
| about a quarter of a mile from it, 
which I believe belongs to à gentle- 
man of Conway: there you ſee the 
caſtle finely ſheltered by an oak 
wood ; on one ſide the chief” of rivers 
opening into the” Itiſh ſea, and on 
the other the mountains ſurrounding 
Penmaen, with a diſtant 1 
moſt beautifully diverſified. Art 
and nature cannot combine to form 
a more various and more delicious 
© ns 13417 3:34. # a 1 4 D 
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py could not F poſſibly leave this part 
| of ths country without - ſeeing the 


vale of Llanryſt, the bridge built by 
poſed: to have been planned by him, 
which-contains the rich monuments 


£ of the Guedir family. The vale, up- 


on the whole, I thought inferior to 
chat I had ſeen in Montgomeryſhire; 
but the bridge is certainly a very 
elegant ſtructure, and ſpeaks itſelf to 
be the work of a great architect, 
moſt probably of Jones; for [ incline . 
do the opinion that Llanryſt wWas ive 
_ place of his nativity. | 
The chapel, which adjoins then pa- 
riſh church, was erected by Sir Ri- 
chard Wynne, one of the grooms of 
the bedchamber to Charles the Firſt. 
when Prince of Wales, and Was 
: chiefly made uſe of for the alms-houſe 


in the neighbourhood, which wag N 


Z a abs th the * family. 5 
N Dn |. 
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On the floor are four braſs plates, | 


1 drawings of figures upon each 
of them in the dreſſes of the times; 


one of Maria Moſtyn, wife of Ro- ; 
ger Moſtyn ; another of Sir Owen 
Wynne, another of Sir John Wynne, 
and a fourth of Lady Sydney Wynne, 
wife of Sir John Wynne. And in 
the corner of the chapel a ſtone cof- 


fin, which was removed from the 


abbey of Conway, about two miles 
from hence, on which i is the OR | 


a inſcription : et a e 


This; is the coffin of tene ; Magnus, 7 5 
of Wales, who Was buried in the ab- 
bey of Conway, and upon the W 


. tion removed from; tleges* 755 i, LF 


on 2s fide. are fi 9 Hts 
in the figure of flower de luces, 
Which bear evident marks of having 
contained braſs Has and two at * 5 


Pr 
Ks 4c” 
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There is now erected in the church 
a gallery of exquifite workmanſhip, 
which was removed likewiſe from 


the abbey; and I was at the trouble 
of having a large quantity of rubbiſh 


n away from under an old ſtair- 
cafe, that I might inſpect a ſtone ef- 


figy, which is ſaid to be of Hoel Co- 
etmore, who ſold the Guedir eſtate to 
the Wynne family: the word guedrr 
is ſuppoſed to ſignify glaſs, and that 
family probably was the firſt who in 
"theſe parts had a houſe with glaed N 


"windows. 1 


1 made diligent. ü inquiry . oh 
all Caernarvonſhire, and this part of 


Denbighſhire, for the Glyder Moun- 
tain, which Gibſon has particularly 
deſcribed, and which, from its fing u- 

5 rity (fay the authors of A .\ 1 52 
 _ #hrough Wales), we more withed to 


have 1 than the ſummits of either 


Plinlimmon or Snowdon. * Ta. 
n | CY On 


On the utmoſt top of this moun- 
* tain, according to the continua- 


tor of Camden, who ſaw it, is a 


_ «prodigious pile of ſtones, many of 
„which are of the magnitude of 
thoſe at Stonehenge. They lie in 


ſuch an irregular manner, croſſing 


and ſupporting each other, that 


ſome people have imagined them 


to be the remains of a vaſt build- 
ing; but Giblon more naturally 
*« ſuppoſes them to be the ſkeleton 


or ruins of the mountain; the 


„ weaker parts of which may have | 


been worn away in a ſeries of ages, 


«« by che rains Ts ad the 4 


A [60 
I was equally abet in not 


vw able to ſee this mountain; but, 
in eroſſing the wide ferry at Conway, 


1 by accident gained ſuch informa- 


tion, that I am confident any future 


traveller may very readily ſatisfy his 


cure ; 


iin . 
curioſity; an old boatman there in- 
formed me, that he had frequently 


ſeen _it—that in his younger days, 
indeed, it was ſometimes termed the 


Glyder, but it was now known only 


by the name of Wythwar— that it 
was within a mile or two of a village 
called Clynog, and upon the ſhore 
almoſt oppoſite to Caernaryon. p 
On my way to St. Aſaph, I paſſed 
over the top of Penmaen Roſs, a 
ſteep and formidable mountain; this 
is by far the worſt part of the for" 
between Holyhead and Cheſter : 
nearer path was ſome time ſince cut 
along the fide of the ſea cliff; but a 
man and horſe had lately been killed, 
and by order of the climmilloners it 
is now entirely broken . 
The city of St. Aſaph is alla in 
Britiſh Llan Elwy, en account of its 


ſituation at the conflux of the river | 


oY: with the rt and St. 
"A. 


14 * . * F 
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Aſaph by the Engliſh, from its pa- 


tron Aſaph, who in the year 560 


erected a biſhop's ſee there. Ihe 


biſhop of this dioceſe has no entire 
county under his juriſdiction, but 
parts only of the counties of Flint, 
Denbigh, . W DOEE | 
and r : 
The cathedral has ſince bins ; 
veral times "rebuilt ; having been N 
burnt in 1402 by 888 Glendwr, 
it was afterwards reſtored by Biſhop _ 
Redman; but, having ſuffered the di: 
_ lapidations of time, was lately re- 
paired and beautified under the direc- 
tion of Mr. William Turne. 
The biſhop's palace has been en- 


 tirely rebuilt by. the eg: worthy | 4 


dioceſan, Dr. Bagot. e 
T be beauties of the Vale of Cneyd. 
vhich now opens to the eye of ihe tra- 
veller, are not ſurpaſſed, perhaps not 
equalled, by any other vale in ube iN N 


8 
1 4 * 
V 
i 


Ss: + -— 5 
5 — : * * 
8 dom. 
n 4 


46  wELCH TOURS. 


dom, It is probably ſeen to the great- R 
eſt advantage from the hills in the 
neighbourhood of Ruthin. Though 
near the road to Holywell, you have 
the beſt view I think of that fertile 
and delicious vale : it is of an oval 
ſhape, about twenty-five miles in 
length, and about eight miles wide 
in its broadeſt part; it lies open only 
to the ocean, and to the clearing 
north wind, being elſewhere guarded 
wich high mountains, which, towards 
theeaſteſpecially, are like battlements | 
or turrets; for, by an admirable con- 
trivanee of nature, ſays Camden, 
the tops of theſe mountains reſemble 
the turrets of walls. Upon the whole, 
however, I think that there are other 
cultivated ſcenes in North. Wales 
equal; if not ſuperior. In the Vale of 
Cheyd, indeed; you have the lively 
andthe beautiful; but in Montgome - 
rythice, che awfuband: ſublime. 
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| WW HovER; is 3 to on 
the Tour of Wales from. 
' Cheſter will not only be highly re- 
compenſed in viewing that ancient 
City, but much gratified with the 
ride from thence-to Wrexham, twelve ; 
miles i in diſtance, -. _ - $ 
2A little on the left of he =P near K 
8 Belgrave, is the ſeat of the ancient 
and reſpectable family of the Groſ- 


venors: indeed, the ride may be 
Dis 100 taken 
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taken 3 paſt his Lordſhip' $ 
Houſe, along the extenſive park ſide, 
returning into the high road at Bel- 
grave. About three miles farther is 
Marford hill, which, for extent of 
proſpect, is ſcarcely ſurpaſſed ; from 
this place, Cheſhire looks, as it has 


often been deſcribed, the Garden of. 


England, being well ſupplied with ' 
wood in every part, and adorned by 
the richeſt cultivation. | 

Bolſworth-caſtle and the Pockfor. | 
ten hills greatly enrich the ſcene 
and, if the weather is fine, a conſide- 
rable part of Lancaſſiire and Der- 
Syſhire may be ſeen from this" : 


point. | 
A little beyond Marford 11 * 


I - pleaſant village of Gresford, the bells 


of which church have been denomi- 
nated one of the wonders of Maler; 
for ſweetneſs and harmony they are 
allowed to exceed any in that quarter. 
This may be attributed to the echo of 

“ins the 
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the File below, 1 deve 
the ſound, and often gives the effect 55 
of a double peal. _ | 
In the ſequeſtered vale adjoining. 
Gresford, . is the cottage of Mrs. 
W. of Theſter; its fi implicity and 
beauty have tempted many a travel- 
ler to view the ſcene, fe of whom 
ever felt regret at having deviated 
from the common path. It is here 
that Contemplation may retire within 
Herſelf, and for a moment forget the 
world and its follies; while Virtue 
delights to meet her retired aſſociate. 
About a mile on this fide gs 
ham, to che left of the road, 
Acton; the ſeat of Sir F. Cunliffe. 
The garden is beautifully laid out, but 
the prof; pect confined. The venerable 
grove, leading to the houſe, near 


half a mile in extent, has a noble 


appearance. To the right of the | 
road from hence to Wrexham, there Fo: 
"0 a an 
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are ſeveral ref pectable houſes, whoſe 
gardens diſplay taſte and judgment 
in an abundant degree. 3 1 
Wrexham is a handſome and wall. 
= built town, ſurrounded with an in- 
cloſed and fertile country. The 
church is large, and was erected in 
the reign of Henry the Seventh. 
The tower is 140 feet high, and is a 
beautiful ſpecimen of the florid or 
reformed Gothic; Which taſte began 
to prevail about the time of that 
king, when the windows were made 
broader, and leſs pointed at the. top, 
their arches being more rounded at 
| their ſprings, and ending With an 
obtuſer E | 
Amongſt other monuments that | 
reflect high credit on the ſculptor, 
and catch the eye of the traveller 
who may view this church, is that of 
Mrs. Mary Middleton, by Rou- 
billiac, which Miſs Seward has 
racial us thus 
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thus diſtinguiſhed in ber verſes « on 
Wrexham. 9 5 „ 


1 * * 


7 Brigbt as in Albjon's _ diſtinguiſhed Peay 
Within theſe holy walls, ſhe lives, ſhe reigus; 
Her ſainted maid, amid the burſtin g tomb, 

« Hears the Iaſ trumpet thrill its murky gloom, 
Wich ſmile triumphant over death and tie 
46 Lifts the rapt eye, and rears the form ſublime.““ | 


1 2 2 are few 8 whe 
es viſited Wrexham, without ta- 
king a ride to Erthig, about two | 
miles from thence, on ſeat of 7 
Vork, Eſq. The gardens are very 
extenſive, and a great diſplay of taſte | 
and judgment may be diſcovered: 
throughout. the whole. Perhaps Wales 4 
cannot boaſt of a more elegant ſpot. 
The houſe is a modern, handſome 
| building. 

Not far diſtant from! Wrerhüm, 
is Offa's Dyke, which is vey. vi- 
fible on each ſide the road: it was 
thrown up by order of Offa, King - 
; 'D 3 . 
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of the Mercians, in the eighth cen- 
. tury, as a boundary between his and 
the Britiſh territories. This dyke 
began at Baſingwerk in Flintſhire, 
-. and ended at Chepſtow, being a line 
of more than 150 miles. 

On the left hand of the road, near 
Ruibon, is the ſplendid manſion of 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, which 
has been long revered by that town 
and nei eee for the hoſpita- 
lity of its owner. The park is very 
extenſi ive, and the ride to the houſe 
pictureſque and delightful: che build. 
ing is modern. 

Ruabon j is but a ſmall wn, and 
affords no novelty or intereſt for the 5 
curious traveller. 
Llangollen is a town, roman - 
tically ſituated in a ſmall | dale, 
cloſely environed with mountains, 
which are finely varied with woods, 5 

rocks, and torrents. On the Point 


5 $ 
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of one of them, juſt above the a 
town, are the ruins of the caſtle 
Dinas Brin, once inhabited by the 
lovely lady M. ifanwy Vechan, of the 
houſe of Tudor Trevor. She was: 
beloved by the bard Hoe. YL 
Gray, ſpeaking of the maffiere = 
among the bards, in the time of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, deſcribes this ferne 3 


Vocal no more, ſince e 8 fatal day, | 


To high born HozL's harps or ſoft r 
; 66 lay. 7+: 5 | 


In Miſs Seward": col; poem 
of Llangollen Vale, ſhe thus 1 8 5 
of Dinas Bran calle x 8 fag! 


4 N10 the gay towers on ieep r Diu' 8 \ Branns $5 
„ cone, 

Her Hoel's breaſt the fair Mifuncvy fires, 
O] harp of Cambria, never haſt thou known: - 
Notes more mellifluent floating o'er the wires, 
Than when thy bard this brighter Laura ſung, 

And with his ill-ſtarr'd love LLANGOLLEN'S: 
| * echos rung. 


4 * F 9 
8 8 : : 1 
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The beautiful cottage of the Right 
Hon. Lady E. Butler and Miſs 4 
Ponſonby is fituated in this vale, a a 
quarter of a mile from the town of 
Llangollen. This pictureſque re- 
treat compriſes, in an extent of little 
more than two acres, every rural 
grace. Woods and mountains riſe 
magnificently around it, but not too, 
near to deſtroy that air of lightneſs 
and comfort. which it breathes. 
Juſtly is this lovely) villa callec in 
Miſs Seward's Poem, 7 


„ 
6 be fairy palace of the vale.” 


| Theſe ladies bie rather d to 
make this ſecluded ſpot their abode, 
than to mingle in the gay ſcenes of 
life, ſetting an example of all that 
is elegant in manners, and lovely 
in virtue, to the furrounding in- 
habitants. For a more minute repre- 


8 ſentation of the characters of theſe 
or. | ainiable 
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amiable ladies, I muſt refer my read- 
ers to the elegant poem of Llangollen 
Vale, inſcribed to. them by I 
e | 


Ihe Rev: Mr. Rebeme of Din- : 
Juivh has lately added largely to his 
paternal houſe, ſituated on a noble 
mountain in this vale; the houſe 

ſtands near its eraggy ſunawoith and 

looks as if it had been 5 12 9 5 
of och k | 

In this vale alſo. is : this bead 

e e ruin of Valle Cructs. 
Abby, ſituated amidſt a ſurrounding 
luandſcape of woods and mountains, 
ſublime and awfully impreſſive. 

M.iſs Seward, in the Poem before 

mentioned, has the following ſtriking 
apoſtrophe to this noble ee 


« ' Say ivied Valle Ga, time decay. © he 
Dim onthe brink of Deva's wandering floods, 
6 « Yourriy 'darch glimmering thro' the tangled glade, 

'« Your: oo hills towering. o'er You hag. of 

K 66 WOO 
« Deep i in the . s receſſes do you Wind 2 1 2 
4. And deſolately great, the riſing ſigh 8 * 


D 5 „ 
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The river Dee is a noble object. 


as ſeen from the bridge at Llangollen: 
it rages furiouſly down the broad, 
ſhelving, ſolid rock, which is worn 

to a kind of gloſſy poliſh by the wa- 


ters of this conſiderable river ſinking 


at once into one channel, ſcarcely a 


yard broad, and of unfathomable | 
depth, leaving the reſt of the bed of 
the river compoſed of maſſy and 


pointed rock, entirely dry, except in 
large floods. The concentrated 


ſtream foams with velocity through. 8 


ſingle arch of the bridge. br: 
We now aſcended the long nar- 
row ridge of a mountain, which, 
ſoon brought us within . of Chirk 

caſtle. 


| The ancient en, walls . 
towers of this caſtle ſtill remain, but 
the court or quadrangle: has at dif- 
ferent times been made habitable : 

the W n all around 1 4 
and 
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and the principal ſuite of rooms are 
grand, and nee fitted up in 
the modern faſhion.  -_ 
_ *  Chirk caſtle was founded by Ro- | 
| ger Mortimer in the thirteenth cen--. 
A tury, who: uſurped large: poſſeſhons. 
in this country from his Welch: 
ward. It ſtands on a loſty emi- 
nence, commanding a rich and ex- 
tenſi ve view over part of the. coun- 
ties of Cheſhire and Shropſhire, and: 
nearly in the centre of a park, which. 
the proprietor, Mr. Middleton, is 
now levelling and forming to the 
| re ae cchh 151 
From hence a melancholy. ride,. 
over a loneſome, mountaingus heath, 
will lead. into the vale of Llan-- 


rhaidr. 


While to ride along the bank of the 
river, on the north fide, for early ſive 
| —_ to ſee the noble cataract, cal». 

1 


* 


From Lan hain it W 1 
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led, by way of eminence, Piſtill 


Rhaidr: Rhaidr means a cataract, and 
the river is ſo called on account of 


the rapidity of its torrent; . 


fignifies a water-· ſpout. 
On our approach towards it, nei- 
dur the ſize of the river, nor the 


firſt view of the fall - Which we ſaw 


at the diftance of two miles, gave us 
any idea anſwerable to our expecta- 


tions; but as we advanced, a noble 
theatre of naked perpendicular rock 
8 opened its grand ſemicircle' to our 


4 night: in the middle of it fell the 


"SR 


Piſtill Rhaidr, in a large body of 


water, from the amazing height of 


ecaſle ſtunds about a mite 
above the town: the gardens are laid 


out in extenſive parallel terraces, 


hanging over each other, in the taſte 


ene — ee Williar m, and 
Ro: PR © bordered 


b £14 * F 
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bordered with fantaſtie yews, and 


other formal ever-greens. ee 
The caſtle is ſtill inhabited, but | 
. more the appearance of a long- 
neglected manſion WP —_ of A 
Ree pant heut. d Dat" 
We croſſed the Senn os ww 
* from Welch Poole, over a long 


narrow bridge, and ſoon reached the 
neat little town of Montgomery. 


On our approach to it, the town, 
and the caſtle above, ſituated on a 
high rock, the ſide of which, to- 
wards the town, is thinly: chequered 
with trees, and LN a Mis . 
eee view: b 1 Fin en 

Leaving — We on 


— nos beivrifulinuetits: 


verſified» with the - Severn meadows 
and paſtures, and bounded, ! on each 
fide of the river, with II _ 
generally mar tled with wood. 
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There are no remains of the caſtles 
of Delevorn and Caerſuſe, in the 
vicinity of Newtown; the intrench-- 
ment of the firſt appeared to us, from 
the oppoſite fide of the Severn, in 
our road through the valley. 1653 
The houſes are here generally 
framed with timber, and the interme- 
diate parts are fenced from * wea- 
ther with laths and plaſter. 0 
__ — Newtown is built im this manner. 
| _ in other reſpects, isa neat 
n, agreeably ſituated on the Se- 
vern's bank, at the extremity of the 
valley before deſcribed. 4:11 
Four miles carried us to the ſum- 
mit of a mountain, the aſcent to 
which begins at Newtown : the path 
over this mountain is intricate and 
boggy; but we were fortunate e 


to find it, though the difagreentils 
uncertainty of being in the right track 


proved * our pn for many 


miles. 
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miles. We afterwards dipped into 
two or three Radnorſhire Safe, ay 1 

arrived at Llandrindo. 
Me had many views of old in- 
wxpnchmaents from this route; hut they 
afforded a ſmall relief to the tediouſ- | 
neſs of crawling through vile roads 
and a melancholy waſte. 

The wells of Llandrindod: are Gia 
| ied 1 in a wild extenſive heath, ſome - 
ſpots of which are rarely enlivened 
with a few trees, and ſmall culti- 

vated incloſures. Tbe mountains 

bound the freary Aan en at a diſ- 
1 
- 2 {ET os” oy is  tolerably 
| contrived for the reception of com- 
| pany, and, in a fine ang is fre. 

quently full. 1 : 
We croſſed the Wye at Builth, 
which books. us, into ö Ot 


: 4 | 1 
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'Builth'is a ſmall town, Btunketl f in 
a broad and pleaſant plain; it was 
in this neighbourhood that Prince 
Llewellyn was flain in a wood, after a 
deſperate conteſt between the Britiſh 
and Engliſh forces, at a bridge upon 
the river Yrvon, wherein the former 
at length were entirely routed. = 
Me paſſed through” Builth on a 
Hides day, and our ride through 
the crowds in the ſtreet was attended 
with fome difficulty. It at firfl 
amazed us to ſee the fullnefs of 
theſe weekly meetings in ſuch little 
towns, as they appeared more like 
large fairs than common markets. 
We could ſcarcely conceive, from the 
general wildneſs of the country, that 
it could have poſſibly en e ſuch 


ol 


numerous aſſemblies.. 


From Builth we rode over another 
long, loneſome, and boggy moun- 
ain, from which we deſcended into 
= Dh 1 a plea- 


— 
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a pleaſant valley, and good turnpike 
road, avout hve miles from Breek 
nock. 3 | ; 
Bredlengck is a e Hnndifottte 
town, ſituated on a 3 TO above 
„ o 
The turnpike now follows PAY 
current of the Uſke, being commonly 
within view of it, through a deli- 
cious vale, which is diverſified: with 
paſtures, woods, and mountains; the 
lands are wholly” eultivated to the 
beſt er b gr are 0p" Ink 
bited. | 1 W 
Fhe environs a en in 
q / MAINS, are rich and beautt- 
ful, and, Iike the reſt of the vale from 
Brecknock, abound with the moſt 
charming variety of landſcape. Fhe 
re are terminated at /proper 


diſtances with mountains,” among 


"Tm at the wt des of the 


town. 


oo 


# 


7 — = * 
N 


ſeem to be very ancient. | 
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town, Skirid vawr and Blorench raiſe N 
their conſpicuous heads. 1 
The town has a few good houſes 
ſeattered in it, but. in general the 
ſtreets are narrow, ill paved, and ill 
built. Some of the walls, and part 


of the tower on the keep, are the 
only remains of. a once —— 


Norman — 26. - 5 
Juſt above the little deriſh of 11 


Keen four miles below Llantony, is 


Aa remarkable mountain, the ſides of 


Which have, at different times, been 


broken from it, and now lie in im- 55 
menſe fragments underneath, having 


left a long perpendicular precipice 


more than 100 feet high. * 
We could learn no particulars about 
theſe ſeparations of the rock, though, 


from the apparent freſhneſs of — 


of the fallen pieces, the laſt e not 


$ ; "Oy. "9. . 
* . P 
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The country ſtill continues to wear 
the ſame rich dreſs as about Aberga- 
venny, even to Monmouth, with the 
difference only, that it is now more 
_ enlarged, and unconfined with moun- 
„ : 
| Ragland caſtle, which lies partly in 
in the road, is a magnificent ruin; the | 
magnitude of it, and the large re- 
mains, are uncommonly ſtriking. ü 
This caſtle was built by Sir W. 
Thomas and his ſon William, Earl of 
5 Pembroke, beheaded at Banbury. It 
came into the noble family of Wor- 
ceſter by Sir Charles Somerſet's mar- 
rying Elizabeth, the grandchild of 
the ſaid William, Earl of Pembroke, 
heir to his fon William, Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, and heir-general to all the. 
Herberts in England. This Sir 
Charles Somerſet was the firſt Eark 
nme * 4 415 


* >. . 


cad = 
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| Camden calls Ragland a fair houſe 
U. the Earl of Worceſter” „ built 
"caltie-Iike, $i the 
The extenſive Sun were ad- 
ded by the Marquis of Worceſter, 


in the civil wars; and he fortified 


them in ſuch a manner, that he was 
enabled to hold Ragland for King 
Charles till "INS im eee at 
Holmby. 1 8 
3 caſtle bad " Waueur of * 
ing the laſt which ſurrendered to the 

L al- powerful forces of dhe n. 
baren 3 
It is Jace to ves asu oO the 
Duke of Beaufort, the proprietor of 
this caſtle, that he has endeavoured 
to preſerve from deſtruction all the 
remains of religious and military 


wry 


| 15 architecture of which _ is "Ou pow | 


leſſor. £37 60 
Tintern abbey, Chepſtos, ch dRag- 
land caftles, all in this county, are 
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inſtances of his e veneration 
for antiquity, which deſervedly ex- 
cites the gratitude of every curious 
traveller, who muſt often lament, in 
his Welch tour, that this noble exam- ö 
ple i is too rarely imitated. | 85 
The Editor having been favoured 
with the following portrait of Welch | 
hoſpitality and manners, gives it as 
a ſpecimen of the magnificence of 
15 thoſe . ct, Fes ro Et 


255 a 5 Houſehold ind Methed af 
living at RAGLAN D TR 
. . by the Earl of WoRCESTER;/,17 

rhe Reign Funn 1 164. = 


AT 3 0 clock i in the forenoon | 


the caſtle gates were ſhut, and the 
tables laid; two in the dining-room; : 
three in the hall ; one.in Mrs. Wat- 


| fon 8 | apartment, where tl the chaplains. 
| eat 
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eat (Sir Toby. Mathews being ke 
firſt) ; and two in the houſekeeper's 8 
room, for the ladies“ women. . 
The Earl entered the dining-room, | 
attended by his gentlemen. As ſoon 
as he was ſeated, Sir Ralph Black- 
ſtone, ſteward of the houſe, retired. 
The comptroller, Mr. Holland, at- 
tended with his ſtaff, as did the 
ſewer, Mr. Blackburne ; the daily 
waiters, Mr. Clough, Mr. Selby, 
Mr. Scudamore; and- many gentle- wh 
mens? ſons, with eſtates from two to 
. ſeven” hundred pounds a year, who 
werebred up in the caſtle ; my lady's * 
gentlemen of the chamber, Mr. . — 
gan and Mr. Fox. 4 
Aͤt the firſt table ſat the noble fa - 
mily, and ſuch of the nobility as 
came there. | j 
At the ſecond table, in u the N | 
room, fat knights and honourable | 


| gentlemen, attended by footmen. AE” 
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Ins the hall, at the firſt table, far 
Sir Ralph Blackſtone, ſte ward; the 
comptroller, Mr. Holland; the ſe- 
cretary; the maſter of the horſe, Mr. 5 

Dolowar; the maſter of the fiſh- 
ponds, Mr. Andrews; ; my Lord 
Herbert's preceptor, Mr. Adams; 
with ſuch gentlemen as came there 
under the degree of a knight, attended 
by footmen, and plentifully' ſerved. 
with wine. _ | 
Alt the ſecond. table in the Ball . 
(ſerved from my Lord's table, and 
with other hot meats) ſat the ſewer, 
with - the gentlemen waiters. and 
pages, to the number of 1 | 
I ö 
At the third de. in \ the hall, fat” 
the clerk of the kitchen, with the 
| yeomen officers of the houſe, two 

grooms, of the chamber, Eh 
Other officers of the houſchold | 
Were, chief auditor, Mr. Smith; 
| - clerk. 


= * 
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clerk of the accounts, George Whit- 
horn; purveyor of the caſtle, Mr. 
Saliſbury 3. uſhers of the hall, Mr. 25 
Moyle and Mr. Cooke 4 8 
keeper ; gentleman of the chapel, Mr. 
Davies; keeper of the records; 3 
maſter of the - wardrobe ; maſter of 
the armoury ; maſter grooms. of the 
ſtable for the war-horſes, twelve; 
maſter of the hounds ; maſter F alco- 925 
ner; porter, and his man. 5 
- Two butchers; two keepers of the 
= park ; two erh of the red, 
deer park. Sea 8588 
Footmen, grooms, 3 Aer me- 
ant ſervants, to the number of 1 "i 
Some of the footmen were brewers 4 
and bakers. . 


% . | 
— 5 ; 
5 s 1 4 
dhe ul 1 "Ws. 8 
A '4 4 + 
5 1 1 : 


a — Our * | 3d h bh | 

e of Ragland, Wilke 1 
* abs. Wt 
*. 
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The governor of Chepſtow caſtle 


Sin Nicholas Kemys, Bart. 


Houſekeeper of Worceſter houſe Ph 


in London, James Redman, * 
TLuhirteen bailiffs. 125 


Two counſel r the bau ts 


have recourſe to. 


* Mr. John Smith. 


This once magnificent caſtle is 


now in ruins, but the remains of it 


are well worth the obſervation of 


travellers. Among other curious 


parts now ſtanding is a flight of 
yet ſo curiouſly put together as tobe 


aſcended without danger ; part of 


the hall is ſtanding, and preſents to 


the view a beautiful picture of an- 
cient architecture, 


= 


2 Monmouth is a large as EW] 8 
5 ſome town, and well inhabited by 


Eͤ gens 


” * 
— , . 
1 : ; | | 3 = - 4 
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gentry : the caſtle, which even flou- 

riſhed in the time of William the 
Conqueror, has been fince famed for 
giving birth to our Engliſh hero, 
„„ ot 
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HorvuraD is a ſmall town, 
and ſeems to have nothing to 


boaſt of worthy the notice of the 
traveller, except the remains of ſome 
Roman walls, which are ſeen in the 
church yard. The conſtant influx of 
paſſengers to and from Ireland, en- 
hey this otherwiſe ſecluded place. 
Aberfraw in Angleſea was the 
r of Howel Dha, or Howel the 
Good, prince of the united principa- 
ME  lities. 
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greateſt quantity of copper ore of any 


lities of Wales, about the year 940 ; * 


his code of laws are yet exiſting, and 


evince him to have been a mild and 
Judicious legiſlator. RR 
There are no veſtiges of the palace 


remaining ; probably, moſt of the 

buildings were then conſtructed of 

timber, which may account for the 
traces of many, not at this day to de 
diſcovered. | 


This bleak country * to be in : 
cultivated and thinly inhabited. 
At Gwindw, twelve miles and a 


half from Holyhead, is an inn, 


whofe pre- eminence for comfort and ä 


accommodation to travellers, re- 
mains yet unrivalled. For a ſtran- 
ger to viſit the copper works at Paris 


Mountain _ be well worth ** 


attention. 


The Paris mine e the 


1 -- 
' * * 
3 N 
5 
N * 4 
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more brimſtone than, Fai kin e. 
can conſume. 
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in the kingdom; this vaſt body of 


mineral was di ſeovered in W 


many unſucceſsful trials, which had 


NEAT ly exhauſted the patience of the 
adventurers ; the major part of the 


ore is not of the firſt quality, but 
the vein is ſaid. to be upwards of 


twenty yards thick, and of unknovis 
length. ; 


Great quantities Dt, very 25 cop 


per are alſo. obtained from iron being 
put into the water which flows from 
the mine, and occaſions a anſmu- 
tation of the metal from iron to cop- 
per. We were informed that the ore 


which is found in this mine produces 


Few perſons of common N 


i _ leiſure will travel through An- 


gleſea without viding this wonder- 


1 0 mineral mountain. 


A+ 
A 2 


1 


2 4 = A little 
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A little to the right of Gwindw is 


Plaſnewyd, the elegant manſion of 


the Earl of Uxbridge, which is beau- 
tifully ſituated on the bank of the 
river, where the veſſels ſailing 5 and 


| down enliven the ſcene. © 


It is built of ſtone in the Gothic 
ſty le; there are fine woods and pl 4 


tations behind and on each ſide of 


the houſe, in which are ſeveral curi- 
dus remains of the Druids; the 


proſpect in front is bounded by the -- 
5 Caernarvonſhire mountains. . 


The productions of Angles ar are 


abundant. 


Planting ſeems to e been en- 


tirely neglected in this iſland, ex- 
cept near gentlemen” s houſes, where 
you ſee a few trees, intended for 


thelter ; how much might the ſcenery 
of the country be beautified, the 


wants of fuel and timber Appell. 


ANY 


| by : a ns. in the gentlemen of 
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| Landed property to plant; and how 5 
much is it to be lamented, that this 


amor patriæ is wanting to effect ſo 
| deſirable a purpoſ. 

I édo not recollect whether Mr. 
Arthur Young, to whoſe indefatiga-- 
ble labours in the improvement of 
agriculture and planting we. owe ſo 
much, ever made a tour here; if he 
had, 1: think he would have been as 

angry with the farmers of Angleſea 
as he was with thoſe of France. 
Along the turnpike road to Bangor 

Ferry is a fine view of the Britiſh 
Alps, the mountains of Snowdon, . 
whoſe height Mr. Pennant reckons 
to be, from the quay at Caernarvon 
to the ſummit, one thouſand one 
hundred and eee mn, + 
one foot; 

About five mildew to che lat is 


Beaumaris, which is a ſmall corpo- 


n. town, with little trade; it has a 
3 good 
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66d: harbour for ſhipping, which 


frequently take ſhelter here. A new 


town-hall; with a handſome aſſembly 


room, has been built here within 


l theſe few years, at the . we 
were informed, of bas member 1 


the borough. 
At one end of the town is . 


caſtle, built by Edward I. where he 5 


frequently ſpent ſome months toge- | 
ther, in order to complete the work 


of conqueſt which he had begun; it 


is now incloſed in the pleaſure 
grounds of Baron Hill, the ſeat of 
Lord Bulkeley, which adds a grand 


object to his proſpect, and at the 


ſame time preſerves this magnificent 
ruin from the dilapidations of wit | 


- *ehievous perſons. 5 


The caſtle is a noble ruQture, 
encircled with a ſtrong. wall, and 
_ circular towers at regular diſtances. 


5 The eee hall, and beautiful 
| 3 „„ little 
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little chapel, with the adjoining orato- 

| ries, merit the notice of travellers ; it 
ſtands at the edge of the marſh, and 
commands an extenſive proſpect. 
Baron Hill, the ſeat of feſtive hoſ- 
pitality, ſtands upon à beautiful 
eminence, commanding a view of 
the town and caſtle of Beaumaris; all 


the ſhips that paſs between Treland _ 


and Liverpool; an extenſive pro- 
ſpect over the ſands of the moun- 
tains, from the mouth of the river 
Conway to Snowdon; alſo the turn- 
pinke road from Penmacnmawr-to the 
ſlate- works at Llandegai. The grounds 
owe their beautiful arrangement to 
the taſte of Mr. Emes; and 1 think, | 
or grandeur of ſituation; and variety 
of proſpect, Baron Hill ſtands at 
| preſent unrivalled in North Wales. 
Bangor F erry-houſe i is twelve miles 
_ a half from Gwindw, where 


every. degree of comfort and good 


E ts accom- 1 
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accommodation is rendered to the 
ee bis 0 
. Aa uterine to build a N 
Wr the Menai, near this place, 
was conceived a few years ago; and 
Mr. John Golborne, whoſe integrity 
and abilities as an \ engineer were emi- 
nent, was here for ſome time, and 
reported his opinion of the practica · 
bility of the ſcheme, and the expenſe. 
Very great objections were made on 
the part of the Caernarvon people 
to the work, urging, that it would 
obſtruct or deſtroy the navi n of 
the river to Caernarvon 
It is the opinion of many intel. 
2 perſons that their object ions 
might very eaſily have been re- 
moved, and this deſirable object ac- 
compliſhed, if Golborne had lived- 
The pointed rocks and little ifles, 


that at low: water hand anioſt in a 


45 


* 
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. acroſs the river, ſeem ſtrongly - 


to juſtify the idea of its practicability. 
The moſt agreeable time to croſs 
the ſtream is at low water; the ferry 
is a ſafe one, but frequently rough 
and unpleaſant, N when the 
wind ſets in eaſterly. 5 
Bangor is a ſmall market town, of 
mean appearance, though very much 
N It is an epiſcopal. ſee, 
| and boaſts of great antiquity. | 
| The preſent cathedral is Gothic, 
: wi appears to have been built inthe + 
time of Henry the Seventh. It has 
received ſome great improvements and 
repairs by Dr. Warren, Biſhop of 
the dioceſe, who, with great taſte 
and at a conſiderable expenſe, has mo- 
dernized the old palace, where his 
Lordſhip with a diſtinguiſhed hoſ- 4 
pitality entertains the neighbouring 
gentry and clergy, and receives the 
bickhogs of a numerous poor, you 
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refidence of one. half of the SE 
ſhewing a laudable _— to other: 
dioceſans. 


The remains wy ſeveral Welch 
Princes, as alſo of biſhops and r 
lie interred here. 


Here is an extenſive n 


ſalmon, lobſters, oyſters, and other 


fiſh, are in great plenty along the 
Welch coaſt; 3 the beef, mutton, and 
_ - lamb, ſmall and ſweet; but the 4 


= _ e of the dens 18 wp ordi- 
mas 8 


We great difiincs "INE * | 
is Llandegai, where the church 


makes a conſpicuous figure, and con- 
tains the remains of Archbiſhop John 
Williams, a native of Conway, 


| who, at the commencement of the 


civil wars, was a zealous royaliſt, 
1 god Na on a ſuppoſed injury, 


1 1 £ e * 


eaſtward, of Beaumaris, the Ormes- 
hea s, and Penmaen-mawr. Codfiſh, 


Þ TIE 


F 
* 


E 


the elegant manſion of the noble 
poſſeſſor; the ſituation is elevated 
* and 1 3 a view of 
JFC II, 
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| aſſiſted: the parliamentary forces to 
ſubdue the caſtle of Conway,” 


A little below the church is a vil- 


Auge called Aber Cegid, by the fide | 
of a ſmall rivulet, which here yells | 
4 into the ſea. 


I was W 5 near a hom | 
and perſons at this time find em- 


ployment here, and that the ſale of 


Aates amounts to n thouſand 


1 yearly. 


The quarries, Gi e theſe 


| e quantities of lates are taken, 


lie at a few miles diſtance, and he- 


long to Lord Penrhyn, to whoſe li- 
beral ſpirit for improvement, and 
acquaintance with the advantages of 

an active liſe, this ay RE - 


our obligations. | 
Upon the left hand lands we * 


$5 wren Touks. | 
Angleſea and the Iriſh fea, nd 
bounded on the other. fide, . the 
Snowdon BE 2:13 4 

On the fite of this boute "TY 
| formerly : a caſtle, or palace, the reſi- 
denceof Roderic Molwynog, a Welch 
prince, who reigned; about the year 
720. A large wood formerly in-: 
cloſed the houſe, which the i improve, 


eld taſte of modern times has in ſome 


degree removed ; but the very exten- 
ſive plantations, which his Lordſhip 

makes every year, will in a ſhort 
time change the otherwiſe bleak aſ- 
pect of the country. 
The caſtellated form of the . 
with its elegant turrets, . meeting the _ 
eye above the trees, exhibit a charm- 
ing object to the traveller. It has 
the appearance of being builtof ſtone; 
but the front is faced with tiles, 
brought from Southampton, Which, 
. en a ncarer AP YOAach, ſeem to be 
. 


r mn PET OE 
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joined like bricks'; che inſide: dene 


are of mahogany, brought from his 


Lordſhip's eſtates in Jamaica. The 
ancient drinking-horn is in the poſ= | 


ſeſſion of this family. 
At a ſhort diſtance I was nk 


1 with the appearance of a houſe on 


the left hand, built in a ſtile of great 


neatneſs, on a ſpot which I well re- 
collect to have been covered with 


5 fragments of rock and ſtones, inter- 


ſperſed with ruſhes and roots of alder 
trees, and whoſe rugged appearance 


ſeemed to have been continued from 


the deluge; but now, 6) the pro- 


* 
G 


phetic eye of taſte, aſſumes a new 


creation, and is feen with wonder 


E delight. 


Mr. Wyatt, agent to * "os | 
chyn, has diſtinguiſhed himſelf i inthe 
formation of this little ſpot. | | 

The river, which once ran rugged | 


and wounded in its courſe, i is now 
| _ confined. - 
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pretty ſloping lawn, and the progreſ- 
ſive heights of the ſtream form beau- 
tiful caſcades and ſalmon leaps, ſeen 
from the front of the houſe; the 
turnpike road, over the bridge, 


croſſes the view, which is terminated 


fined within the margin of a 


by the Snowdon hills : n Called 8 


Lime Grove. 


At ſix miles ii from "ra | 


is Aber, a village very pleaſantly 
ſtituated at the edge of the Lavan 
Sands. I was: pleaſed with the no 


velty of a neat houſe, and excceding 
good accommodations here: the pub- 
lc are obliged to Lord Bulkeley for 


this agreeable ſtage b n Ge 
8 and Bangor. | 


The ſituation is deligheful i in . 


tains, ſwelling one above anothe 
ſeemingly contending for pre- emi- 


DENCE, * Soren with ow: at 


weather; the grand groupe of moun- 


ſome | 
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FA ſeaſons of the year, range. be- 
hind the houſe, whilſt Angleſea pre- 
ſents its ſhores in the front, beauti- 


fully embelliſhed with gentlemen's 


an 2 


ſeats, and the town and caſtle of 
Beaumaris. ITS If 
Here e a a aid or 


5 ack which commande d this paſs 


neig V 


into the mountains, and belonged 
to Llewellyn the Great, prince of 
North Wales, who married the prin- 
ces of England, and died in 1240; 
his coffin is now in the ann 
chapal at Llanrwſt. 


This is a good ſporting country ; 


grouſe, ſea-fowl, and woodcocks are | 


here in great abundance, | 

I rode to fee a tt in as 
irhood, called: Rhyadr fawr, 
or the great waterfall, which, though 


not large when I ſaw it, I Was in- 
formed in the rainy ſeafons Kon": 
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The ſands oppoſite the inn, del 
you croſs at low water to Beauma- 
ris, ſupply the poor people here with 
inexhauſtible Wan 1 ene 
and muſcles. Bi; | 128 

The ride from Aber, over Thank 
maenmawr, and up the hill called 
Sychnant, to Conway, affords as 
great variety of proſpect and gran- 
deur of a" as moſt in the en 
dom. 
I was e apres to find a 
me, ſteep preeipiee had given 
place to a fine turnpike road, riſing 
in a gentle aſcent over the once dread- 
ful hill of Penmaen. 
The public: houſe, fats Fas 
here by Mrs. Evans, who enter- 
tained travellers with a comfortable 
though plain accommod 10 is now 
unfrequente. 

The height of this: mountain is 
about fve hundred yards; the preſent 
{55 N | 7 1.0 ni: - > 
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road is cut on the ſide of the hill, 
about one hundred yards above the 


ſea, from the edge of which a vaſt 1 


wall is built upon arches to the road, - 
to ſupport it at a part where there 


1 defect in the rock. Above 


the road the mountain riſes with tre- 
mendous majeſty. eraggy, Ts Fe 
and barren, I” 
The appearance of the W 8 a 
jecting over the road, ſeem to me- 
nace the traveller with inſtant de- 


ſtruction; and the looſe ſtones, which 


in the e and ſnowy ſeaſons roll 


Gn . for ſpuring my horſe * 


to reach the bottom. 
Before this ſafe commodious turn- | 
pike road was made, to which the 
kingdom of Ireland contributed libe- 


rally, travellers were obliged to wait 


till the tide went out, that they might _ 
__ the _ 6 1 


or 
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or otherwiſe to ride ſome miles over 2 
2 bank of looſe gravel, formed by 
tte tide, and aſcend Sychnant, then 
a ſteep rugged precipice, to go to 
Conway, where I arrived in the 
evening, after a ride of fixtecn BEE, * 
From cor. £4 
The view of C onway {tri 104 ab 
cler with ideas of its og, - | 
and magnificence, It ſtands upon WE A \ 
 declivity at the mouth of the river | 
Conway. The town, which can. 
not boaſt of much elegance in build- 
ings, is encircled by a ſtrong wall, ö 
with twenty-four ſemi- circular tow- 
ers at regular diſtances; on the ſouth 
fide. ſtands the caſtle, built by King 
Edward the Firſt about thy; flank EE 
; 5 40 See ae 5s -* „ 
This caſtle is bulk 3 in a tile dif. 5 
ferent from Caernarvon, though pro- 5 
bably by the ſame maſterly archi. 
55 tect; all thaggowers axe round, and | 
II's S from | 
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rom the eight principal ones rife 


elegant turrets, adding conſiderable 
beauty to the whole; in one of theſe 
towers is an arched window, in the 
form of a recels, ſupported by very 
[neat pillars. Mr. Pennant, to whoſe 
ingenious labours we owe a juſt and 
entertaining account of his native 


country, ſays, This in ancient 


times was an elegant part of archi- 
tecture, called the oriel, uſual in 
the houſes of people of rank, and 
6 appears, from a poem of the very ; 
Lage in which this was built, to 
| have been the toilet of the ladies, 
| and probably might have Nw _ 
of Queen Eleanor. | 


Within the caſtle is A hall, 
130 feet long and 32 broad, the roof 
very lofty, ſupported by eight beau- 


.tiful arches, where the conquering 
Edward held his levies, and iſſued | 


forth mandates to his new ſubjects. 
| A revolt 
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A revolt once hap pening here, 
Edward haſtened to this ſtrong for- 


treſs, already ſurrounded on the land 85 
ſide by multitudes from the moun- 


' tains, who had intercepted | his pro- 


viſions and carriages ; and, by a 
_ ſudden riſe of the water in the river, 
- his troops were prevented from fol- 


luowing or affording him aſſiſtance, 


which rendered his ſituation here for 
ſome time very alarming ; the garri- 
ſon being in ſuch want of proviſions | 
as to-oblige the King to partake of 
very coarſe victuals equally , with © 
the common ſoldier; he was re- 
leaſed from theſe difficulties by the 
water ſuddenly ſubſiding, and the 
| haſty retreat of the Welch into the 
mountains. The King afterwards | 
paſſed his Chriſtmas holidays here 
feſtively. without moleſtation. WT 
Though from the grand appear- 
| ance of theſe ſpacious apartments, 
A 


1 
1 N 5 
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Arge kitchens, cellars, and ovens, 


we may be induced to ſuppoſe that 
the poſſeſſors of them lived in great 


luxury and ſplendor; yet I am in- 


clined to think that there are very "2 


few even of the middle rank of peo- 
ple in theſe days that do not lie down 
on more comfortable beds, cat their 
victuals better dreſſed, drink greater 
; variety of liquors, wear better linen, 
and, in ſhort, are better accommo- 
5 dated than the nobility were in the 


time of King Edward the Firſt; for 9 


We read of orders being then given, 


that clean ſtrate ſhould be put into the 


King's bed chamber every week. 


The beſt view of this ſuperb : 


ſtructure is from the pleaſure ground 


of Owen Holland, Eſq. a gentleman 


whoſe inclination and power of doing 
good uniting, render him a valuable 


reſident i in this bis native country. 


18 


LIEN RP | 8 
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The mode of brave through 
Wale. has been entirely changed 
Wichin thirty years. Travellers #6- 
this! between Cheſter and Holyhead 
Were then obliged to take a guide 
to conduct them ſafely over the al- 
moſt trackleſs heaths and mountains 
in Flintſhire and Denbighſhire. 
The publicans now living, who re- 
member thoſe times, complain that 
paſſengers now fly through the coun- 
| try, ſcarcely allowing themfelves time 
to refreſh ; whereas formerly they 
F Were uſed to drag heavily along the 
1 roads, continuing two or three nights 


on their Journey y. 
1 view at the bottom of the 


Marl, Bodfeallen, And Pyrmwy 
7 waſte,” burſts! upon the fight of the 
traveller, od gh the arched gate- 
way, In an uncommon manner. 
SL e 
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" ahm oO 1 
FVV 


WELCH TOURS. 99 


The caſtle of Diganwy, of which 
Tome ſmall parts yet remain, ſtands 
upon a rock highly elevated above 
the river, and boaſts of being the 
reſidence of the princes in North 
Wales, before it was deſtroyed. ge 

lightning, about the year 816: it 
was rebuilt, and conſidered as a ſtrong 
poſt, about 876; we find ĩt again re- 

ſtored to conſequence by the Earl of 

_ , Cheſter in 1098; it was again de- 
ſtroyed by Llewellyn ap Jorwerth, 
and rebuilt by the Earl of Cheſter in 

109. King John made a diſgrace- 
ful. retreat with his a from n 
ping in 1210. | 

This puſillanimous Pringe is [ite 5 
to have dran down. the indignation 
in a diſhonourable humiliation, by 

a ſally of wit which he threw on the 
uſual corpulence of Prieſts 3 how 
and well fed- is this animal, 

|  F'2 exclaimed 


eee 
ek e 5 
43S 5 rs — "Lua + 
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exclaimed he, one day when be 
caught a very fat ſtag, and yet I date 
1 he never heard i 
Upon the adjacent eminence ſtand 
Marl and Bodſcallan; the former 
was deſtroyed by fire ſome years ago, 
the latter is one of the ſeats of Sir 
Roger Moſtyn, the reſpected Knight 
of the ſhire of Flint. The ſituation 
is fine, amidſt ſurrounding woods, 
and commands a beautiful view. 
Gloddaeth is another ſeat of the 
Moſtyns, ſituated on a rock embel- 
liſhed with plantations and walks, 
8 commanding a variety of extenſive 
ray ad VE ; 
Much, very much remains yet t to 
be done by the owner of theſe large 
poſſeſſions, to ſatisfy the admirers 
"of planting and agriculture, though 
the country here preſents a leſs de- 
nuded appearance than the parts 
which we have travelled throu g. 

WED | "The 
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The road from Conway Ferry to 
Abergele, ten miles, is in many 
places ſtraight, rough, and ineommo- 


dious; but the once difagreeable and 
dangerous precipice of Penmaen 


Rhos, no longer terrifiest he traveller; 
the road is diverted from the defences 
leſs ſteep fide to thi Uncle yore of. the | 
V | 5 
Not far from this „ phe the il | 

fated Richard the Second was treach- 


erouſly betrayed into the hands of 


his enemy Bolingbroke, and carried 


priſoner to the caſtle of Flint. There 


are antique drawings of the unfortu- 
nate monarch's captivity at Conway; 


and of his interview with the uſurper 


at Flint caſtle; in the curious collec- 


be 3 
tion of Strutt's Regal Antiquities. 


As you paſs by Gwrch; - whoſe 


bleak ſituation calls aloud for plan- 


tations to ſhelter, it from the Win- 
ter's blaſts, on the right hand i is a 
I moun- 
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mountain of lime rock, which pro- 
miſes to be inexhauſtible; vaſt quan- 
tities are ſhipped in veſſels to Liver- 
pool and other places, and from its 
Proximity to the turnpike road, fur- 
niſhes it with materials for improve- 
ment; but it muſt be allowed, that 
notwithſtanding theſe roads have re- 
ceived conſiderable repairs, yet they 
have not kept an equal pace in im- 
provement with thoſe in Caernar- 
— _ are in many parts 
1 e 8 incomn Amn. a 
o .. of 
"The vad Abs cubes — 
grain, the valuable manure lime be- 
„ eee Abergele, a fmall 
, ec n . 


. S to Cheſter v was not, as 
formerly; over this marſh , whichwas 


5 a0 all times rugged, wet, and 


wnLen OURS. 


ous, and oftentimes. en = 


The caſtle of Rhuddlan ſt, ands a E 


conſpicuous object on the left, at the 
mouth of the river Clwyd. It is 
built of red ſtone ; the preſent ruins 


 eonliſtof a ſquare area, ſarrounded f 
by a ſtrong wall, having a ftately, 


round tower at each angle, encircled 


With a ditch, faced on each fide with 
. maſonry, and was. probably. built by; by 
King Edward the Firſt, who held a 


parliament here: the parliament-houſe 


ſtill remains. Randle, Earl of Cheſ- | 
ter, being beſieged in this caſtle by rs 
the Welch, was relieved by a large 


body of rabble collected at Cheſter, 


perſons licenſed by them, are e 


empted from the n . = | 


AAS act. 


and commanded. by Roger Lacey, 


F4 dien 


7 % 
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. rom Abergele you aſcend the hill 
to the pleaſant village of St. George, 
from whence is a very pretty pro- 
——: AR to. 
- Kinmeal-houſe was lately. pur- 
chaſed by Mr. Hughes, one of the 
owners of the copper mine at Paris 
mountain, who. is now building an 
elegant manſion near to this pleaſant 
fite. Sir Edward Lloyd has built a 
= handſome houſe, which is ſeen below 
' Kinmaet. A ſhort ride from hence 
brings you to St. Aſaph, a ſmall 
town, and a biſhop's ſee.” It is built 
on a ſteep ſide of a hill, and claims 


1 Antiquity of having the ſee 


founded by Biſhop Kentigern, about 
544, who nominated Aſaph for his 
ſucceſſor, who died; in 596, and was 
buried here. DO CLAS: a 
I was tempted, a few miles RF as 
I reached Holywell, to deviate from 


the direct road, and viſit Downing, 
4 TN cu q 


* * 2 
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the reſidence; of Mr. Pennant,; to 
whoſe reſearches into natural hiſtory 
and entertaining travels the public - 
are not more obliged than an ex 
tenſive acquaintance, and numerous 
poor, are by his nn and be- 
neficence. | 
_ Downing is See in a ſmall 
vale, is built of ſtone, and has a very 
neat appearance; the grounds are 
laid out with great taſte, are embel.. - 
liſhed with ſtately old oaks, and af- 
ford many fine views; a handſome 
ſpacious room contains a moſt va 
luable library,. and a large collection 
of beautiful drawings. 

I was ſurpriſed. to find the * 
| roads here narrow, and in very bad 
repair, particularly as they lead to 
gentlemen's houſes. I ſaw ſome large 
woods, which gave ornament and. 
ſhelter to Moſtyn hall, the ancient 
t of the Moſtyns. „ e 
ee e Holywell 


11 


e ten miles Side” St. 
Aſaph, is the moſt conſiderable mar- 
Ket town in North Wales, and the 
moſt populous. The famous Well of 
Saint Vinifrede ſprings from the ſide 
of the hill, and throws up cer 
ane rons f water in a minute. 
It is incloſed by a neat arched 
Building, with a chapeł above, fup- 
ported by pillars. A drawing of it 
don lately taken, and engraved by 
r. John Ingleby. This was, in 
on of Romitſh ſuperſtition, the 
reſort of royal and noble pilgrims; 
nor has it yet loft its healing 3 


in the opinion of many people. 
The writer of this well remem- 


bers, when a ſchool boy, wantonly 
teaſing a poor man, who had in his 
youth, by a ſevere cold, loſt the uſe 
of his limnbe, and had two crutches. 
Tue expenſe of his maintenance 
_ * on * ä at laſt 
induced 


| WELCH rours. 10% 


the Overſeers to ſend him to Holy- 
well, to try the effects of that ſux- 
priſing Vell; and, fingular to tell, 


before two months had elapſed, he 
returned, leaving one crutch behind. 
The next ſeaſon he renewed his viſit, 
and came home with a ſtick, leaving 5 
his-other cxutch ; ſince which period 


I 


he has provided for himſelf, without | 


dhe alms of the pariſh. 


The legend of St. Winifrede' * 
head being gur off by the Welch 


Prince, Cradoeus, and miraculouſly 5 


re- united by the Prayers of St. Beuno, 


forms a volume in the life of that 3 


ſaint, Sitten by Biſhop n 7 


Sid, infancy flapied Go the ſpar I 


where the head rolled down to, is 
perhaps. the greateſt in the kingdam ; 3 


at this time the benefits which trade 


and manufacturers receive from it 
= a 
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There are three large buildings 
erected on its ſtream, belonging to 
the cotton twiſt company, a buſineſs 
which is here carried on to a degree 
of extent and perfection exceeding 
any other in the kingdom. 
Here induſtry invites men, wo- 
men, and children, in vaſt numbers, 
to partake of her benefits, and of 
courſe the enjoyment of the comforts | 
and conveniences of life. NS 
The great copper works belong- 
| ing to the Paris mine company are 
alſo worked by this powerful ſtream. 
The copper is brought here, and be- 
ing melted into ingots or pigs, then 
5 paſſes between large iron rollers, or 
under great hammers, which reduce 
it to a thickneſs fuitable to the differ. 
ent purpoſes of ſheathing ſhips, 
making pans, &c. and alſo for half- 
penny and penny pieces, great quan- 
$7 tities of which are in AR, 


ts. 
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ſtamped with the Druid's head, and 
made acceptable by the Paris mine 
company. There are corn and other 
mills worked by this ſtream, and the 
banks are likely to be covered with 
works partaking of its benefits don 
to the level of the ſea. 4 00 

The ruins of the ancient aha of 1 
Po AREA which ſtands below the 
town, deſerve a viſit from the curious 
traveller. This was, in the reigns of 
Henry the Second and Edward the 
Firſt, a rn of great conſequence, 
and the abbots held thei ſeats Ag, 
parliament. 

From W you aud 8 alia 
en which commands a fine view 
acroſs, the water of the diſtant Lan- 
caſhire hills, Wirral, . | and; Parkgate, 
Hilbree iſland, and the eſtuary of the 
Dee. Earl Groſvenor's valuable lead 
mines are on the adjoining moun- 
. un farm of which, I was in- 


+3 
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formed, produced to his Lordfhip 
upwards of eight thouſand Kent 
per annum. They were granted to Sir 
Richard Groſvenor by King Charles 
the Firſt, in 1634. A mine belong- 
ing to his Lordſhip produced, in 
one quarter of the year 1792, four- 
teen hundred tons of ore, which 
would be worth er eee e 
pounds per ton. 
There are ſeveral alli ace near 
the road belonging to other gentle- 
men. The ride along this improved 
country treats the traveller with va- 
riety of beautiful proſpects. 
thop, the next village, is mean, but 
the church makes a good appearance; 
the country is in fine tillage, and has 
a fhO w. of good timber. 


Upon the flat below, at dining 
of the river Dee, ſtand Flint town; 
the caſtle appears to have been 
A EO" W With very large 

7 | regu. 
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round towers at the angles; one is 
called the double tower; the thick» _ 
neſs of the walls muſt have been = 

againſt any attack that could have 


ee 
It has galleries dont 8 eaurt, 
and a ſtrong keep, or dungeon, and _ 
was built in the time of King Henry 
the Second and Edward the Firſt. 
Fhe unfortunate Richard the Second 
ſurrendered himſelf a priſoner here 
to the Duke of Lancaſter, by the 
perfidious treachery of the Earl af 
Northumberland, ho had that morn- 
ing, whilſt at maſs in Conway caſ- 
tle, taken an oath of fidelity to him. 
The devoted monarch TIE 1 
to Cheſter caſtile. 9m lad 7 
This caſtle, 3 . | 


defence againſt. the parliamentary 
forces, was obliged to ſurrender on 


Tu” I "om W 
= AK 


N — 


been made before the inventian-of = 
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It is nearly oppoſite to Shotwick wh: 
tle, in Wirral, from whence it ap- 
pears by the rolls in the Tower, that 
Edward the Firſt iſſued ſeveral man- 
dates to the abbots of EE 
| ayd Conway. 
j Theſe roads have Sagan ae 
en having had ſeveral ſubſtan- 
tial bridges erected, and the deep 
vallies levelled within theſe few years. 
There are not many rides of an 
equal diſtance that afford more va- 
riety of fine proſpects; the view 
acroſs the ſands of the hundred of 
Wirral, with Neſton, and the veſſels 
and houſes at Parkgate, are delightful 
objects on one ſide, whilſt an im- 
proved and well-wooded country em- 
belliſhes the other. 
"Dear ſoene! that tretch'd between the — 0 
Of Deva, and of Merſy, meets the main, 

; And when the ſun- gilt day illumes its charme. 


rom of of ap; grace, nor boaſts in vain. 
| PE - as n 


E om Tus claſſical name for Dee. 


Hawarden . 
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Hlawarden is five. miles from Nor- 
chad, where the remains of the anci- 
ent caſtle. ſtand upon a hilt on the 

right hand. This fortreſs, from its 
ſituation on the borders of Wales, 

within a few miles of Cheſter, fre- 
quently changed its maſters, being 
ſometimes found in the poſſeſſion of 


the Engliſh, and at other times we 0 


| liantly-recovered- by the Welch. 
the civil wars it under went the e 


viciſſitudes, until the able General : 


Mytton took it on March 17th, 1645, 
and it ſoon after ſuffered the fate of 
other caſtles. . 
The remains of this fortreſs are 
not now conſiderable ; a large round 
tower appears to be preſerved with 
care, the other parts ſeem to be left 
to decay. The infant ſon of the late 
Sir Stephen Glynne owns this caſtle, 
and large poſſeſſions in the neigh-. 
bourhood. The late Sir John Glynne, 
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of reſpected memory, built a hand- 
fome manſion here, and with a lau- 
dable foreſight, not always poſſeſſed 
dy gentlemen of fortune, made large 
plantations of oak and other trees, 
thereby converting a barren unpro- 
 fitable waſte into a wood of fine tim- 
ber. This country abounds in coal: 
ſeveral fire- engines are erected to 
drain the water from the pits. [= 
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Ciunrsrow leads 1 an 
agreeable neck of land, waſhed 


on each ſide either by the Severn or 
Wye. FS 
Thi Gare * the Worn are bold, 
5 rocky, and woody ; but the capital 
object which catches the eye, on the 
approach to Chepſtow, i is the caſtle, 
founded on a high perpendicular | 
cliff, riſing | from the river, and ex- 


Cadel along the c edge * it. 5 E 1 
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The whole fortreſs occupied ſe⸗ 
veral acres, and the ruins of it are 
fill very conſiderable. The principal 
gateway has a venerable aſpect, and, 
though of Norman origin, and the 
oldeſt part of the whole UTR, 
is nearly perfect. 

I Thepariſh church of Chepſtow 1 is 
part of the old priory, and the weſt 
entrance is a handſome arch of Nor- 
man architecture, ornamented with 
A the mouldings peculiar to that people. 
Tintern Abbey is fituated on the 
banks of the Wye, a few miles above 
Chepſtow. No monaſtical ruin in 
Great Britain preſents a more beauti- 5 
ful perſpective than the inſide of the 
abbey church. The preſent remains 
are carefully preſerved from further 
deſtruction, and the fallen ornaments 
of its once vaulted roof are ſo diſ- 
poſed, in moderate piles, that all their 
e which is „ ſharp, 


and 5 
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and well executed, may be ee 
with the utmoſt facility, 
The body of the church is in its 
Wen level; and though the pave- 
ment has long ſince been removed, I 
ſcarcely lamented the loſs of it, as the 
ſubſtituted turf, clean and entirely 
free from weeds and bare, has * 
aps a better effect. 1 
This abbey was funda in nk year . 
11313 but I ſhould imagine the pre- 
ſent church was begun ſeveral years 
afterwards, as it is an elegant ſpeci- 
men of the chaſte Gothic, and con- 
Aructed _ one 1 19 95 and i in one 
* | cl 
. en 5 . 
= Okiepihow and Tintern, are exceed- 
ingly magnificent: the rocks on cach 
ſide ſeem to be from 300 to 600 feet 
high; they are ſometimes perpendi- 
cular} and wholly naked, and ſome- 
times the very preci pices are covered 
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with woods, from the: river's brink to 


their ſummits; for continued miles. 
On the top of one of theſe man- 
tled mountains are the well-known 


. gardens of Persfield, which command 
4 a large part of this awful proſpect. 


At Caldecot is the ſhell of a as. 
which was built in the Norman age, 
as the mixture of the circular and 
Gothic arches ſufficiently proves. 

Caer went is at preſent a miſerable 
village, and has nothing to manifeſt 
its Roman greatneſs, excepting ſome 
"ruined walls on the 1 and _ 


ſides. © 


The country is "ot plein in in- 
cloſed, and near Caerleon the views 
are extenſive and fine.. 

This city is of great antiquity an 
fame, and was ſtrongly defended by 
the Romans with brick walls. Many 
remains of its ancient magnificence 


are e ſtill extant; ſuch as ſplendid pa- 
F . laces, 


So 


* 
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| hces, which once emulated, with their 
gilded roofs, the grandeur of Rome; 
for it was originally built by the em- 
perors, and adorned with ſtately edi- 
 fices; immenſe baths; ruins of tem- 

ples; and a theatre, the walls of which 
are ſtill ſtanding. Here we ſtill ſee, 
both within and without the walls, 
ſubterraneous buildings, aqueducts, 
and vaulted caverns. The city is 
pleaſantly ſituated on the banks of 
the navigable Uſke, and ſurrounded 
with woods and paſture. 
Various antiquities han in dif- 

ferent ages, been diſcovered among 
the ruins of this city. Camden and 
his continuator have - preſerved a 

conſiderable catalogue of them; and 
even at this time the fund is not ex- 
hauſted. . 
The Roman walls are il nikki 

but the facing ſtones have long ſince. 
been removed for private uſes. Near 
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"as centre. of a field, adjoining to the 
weſt wall, is the theatre (or more 
properly the . men- 
tioned by Giraldus. e 
The form of it only remains, no 
traces of its walls being now diſco- 
verable: the diameter of the area is 


very large, and is bounded with a 


high circular entrenchment of earth. 
FP bere is very little extant of the 
caſtle, which is of a later age; the 
keep is remarkably. lofty, and on 
climbing up the ſteep ſides of it, I 
blundered upon a curious piece of 

Roman antiquity. #88; i 
It was part of a cimular ſtone, flat 
on one ſide, and convex on the other, 
2 inches in diameter: on the flat 
ſurface is repreſented in bas relief a 
female figure ſitting: one hand in- 
clines downwards, and a ſmall dol- 
phin is ſporting in the palm of the 
ace which-s e, There is a 
broad ; 
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broad foliage round the edge of "the 
ſtone, which, reſembling a myrtfe 
leaf, ſerves as a border to it. 
The figure is indiſputably intended 
for a Venus, and both the deſign and 
execution of it, when perfect, in m 
| opinion, far ſurpaſſed the general ſpe- 
cimens of ſculpture which: the Ro- : 
mans left in Britain. 

The preſent Caerleon is a Wa 
choly contraſt to the ancient, anck Ras 
ſcarcely a decent houſe in it. * 
Newport is a conic town, 
and was formerly ſtrengthened with 
a ſmall caſtle, ſituated on the river's 
brink, the ſhell of N as is ur . 
92 ö | 
The bridges werde Uke, ve 
at Newport and Caerleon, and over 
the Wye at Chepſtow, are built up- | 
on exceeding high piles of wood: 
they are floored with boards, which 
are W looſe, but prevented from 
G 2 * 
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ſlipping by ſmall tenons at their ends: 
the precaution of having the boards 
unfixed is not unneceſſary, as the 

tides in theſe rivers ſometimes riſe to 
2 ſtupendous height, and would 
otherwiſe blow up the bridges. 
The roads had hitherto been per- 
fectly good; and though the turnpike 
is not continued to Caerphily, yet it 
is a very paſſable coach- road. 
. The whole ride is pleaſant, at the 
foot of high hills generally cultivated 
to their ſummits; and from Machen, 
the river Rhymny was our guide to 
Bedways bridge, which carried us 
into Glamorganſhire. 
The town of Caerphily conſiſts « 

a few ſtraggling cottages, and is ſur- 

: rounded with mountains, ruder and 
leſs cultivated than thoſe which we 
had paſſed. _—- 

The caſtle, including the out- 
works, i is of an immenſe fize ; part 


1 I 


# 
_ 
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of the preſent building was con- 
ſtructed in the year 1221, the an- 
cient n e n n. in 
* We TOC! | 
This IP WER is included wick 
in the inner moat, is a noble ruin; 
the hall in it is, excepting the roof, 
perfect, and is a grand room, being 
a double nn of 34 feet in breadth; 
the form of its Gothic windows, and 
of the cluſtered flying pillars between 
them, from which ſprang the-vaulted 
arch of its roof, has a noble appear- - 


agance. 


lt is remarkable, that the eaſt 
wall, on the ſouth ſide of the princi- 
pal entrance, is concave, between the 
large upright buttreſſes: theſe but- 
treſſes reſemble towers, and had bat- 
tlements on their tops, to ene the 
intermediate walls. | 
The veſtiges of a ase ap- 
pear on the weſt fide of the origi- 
G32 . — = 
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nal caſtle, which connected it . 
a large piece of high level ground, 
embanked round, the walls of which 
embankment are ſtill viſible; and on 
the farther ſide of it are the remains 
of a round tower. 


FPgpenſer held this caſtle Fab Lig 
ant the Second, and was be- 
ſieged in it, by the Queen's and the 
Barons forces, in the year 1327. 
According to Camden, Spenſer de- 
fended it ſo manfully that his ene- 
mies were ſoon a to re- 
tir e. 

There is a good l road from Chee. | 
phily to the Pont y Pridd, or the 
new bridge, over the Taafe; but as 
we were to return by part of it to 
Daerdiff, we took a guide over the 
mountain of Eglwyſillian, which pa- 
riſh ſtands near the top of it. The 

proſpects from the mountains were 
| 6 but 1385 ſcarcely compen- 


Hy 
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ſated for the badneſs of i its 5 deſcent to- 
wards the bridge. 

The Pont y Pridd conſiſts of © one 
arch, from bank to bank, over the 
rapid Taafe, whoſe flooded torrent 
drives every thing before it that of- 
fers reſiſtance; as two ſtone bridges, 
in this very ſpot, have an, _ 5 
rienced. 

This hi is perhaps the beg 5 in 
5 dy whole world. F 


I ig a ſegment a a ink : ug : 


chord of it is 140 feet, and the height 9 
ol the key ſtone, from the prong of IA 
_- the arch, is 94 feet» {2271 62 

About half a mile is the bridge 7 

is a natural fall- of the Taafe: 0 
ſaw it in a ſtill ſeaſon; but 4 
the fall is not very deep, yet the 
broken rocks in the river, the craggy 
precipice from which it : deſcends; 
and the ſylvan ride — My! _— 
a e . 


„ Nothing 


* 
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Nothing can be more -agreeable 

than the firſt fix or ſeven miles from 
the Pont y Pridd towards Caerdiff. 
The road paſſes along the ſhady bank 
of the raging Taafe; the country 

is finely diverſified with the inequa- 
lity of the mountains 'on each fide 


of the torrent; two of them, finely 


clothed with wood, ſeem almoſt to 
cloſe together; between which, under 
the ſmall ruins of Caſtle Coch, we 
paaſſed into the vale of Glamorgan. 
Caerdiff is a populous but ill-built 
town, nor is there any thing very 
pleaſing in its environs ; its ſituation 
is on a low flat, near the mouth of the 
7 Taafe. FE e | 
The old walls of Caerdiff are 0 
if extenſive, and the ruins of them are 
ſtill conſiderable. They were pro- 

bably built, as well as the large octa- 
gon tower, on the keep of the caſtle, 
by the firſt Norman invaders. 
The 
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The moſt remarkable occurrence 
in the hiſtory of Caerdiff caſtle is, 
that Robert, eldeſt ſon of William _ 
the Conqueror, and the right heir of 


a his father to both England and Nor- 
mandy, was, after undergoing vari- 


ous viciſſitudes of fortune, at length _ 
confined in it by King Henry the . 
Firſt; and here he languiſhed, de- 
prived of his ſight, for the term ac 
_ twenty-ſix years, when death releaſed - 
him from the unnatural cruelties of 85 
his brother. fy Os... 
Llandaff ſtands on a 48 eleva- 
tion, but is in reality a paltry vil 55 
lage, though a biſhopric. | 
The remains of the old et 
are very beautiful; the door-caſes are 
| all of Norman work, and well exe- 
cuted ; the reſt of it is an elegant 
Gothic, though it was conſtructed ſo 


early as the year 1120, and is perhaps 
8 5 | one 
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one of the oldeſt ſpecimens of Goghic 
is the whole iſland. 
The modern cathedral, on i | 
| large ſums have lately been laviſhed, 
is a medley of abſurdities : part of 
the ancient nave is included in it, but 
the rebuilder has added Roman archi- 
tecture, mixed with a capricious kind 
of his own, to the ſolemnity of the 
| N orman and Gothic. 

- The. ruins of ſeveral caſtles appear 
in the neighbourhood of Cowbridge; 
and I am ſorry I did not make an 

excurſion to St. Donat's, which, I 
have ſince been informed, ed 

attention. 
Cowbridge . of one broad 
| handſome ſtreet, -; 

Journeying towards Pile, wWe left 
. caſtle on our right hand, 
and Ogmore on our left, both within 
view of * turnpike. e 

Prom 
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From our cleanly little inn at Pile, 


nade a walking excurſion in 
ſearch of the remains of Cynfeg cafs 
tle, which are more © DO two miles | 
diſtant from it. * 
Scarcely a 1 i lis caſtle is 
now to be ſeen, and the face of the 
country muſt have ſuffered great re- 
volu tions from the winds and inun- 
dations, ſince” Fizhamon, the firſt 
Norman in vader, choſe to fix hi8 re- 
Helence on this pr. 
This fortreſs was built on one fin 
2 mount, about the ſize of a com 
mon keep, and there do not appear 
any "veltiyes of other fortifications 
near it. It is now ſurrounded: with 
naked ſands, blown up in irregula 
heaps, and 3 to alterations by 
every ſtorm. The preſent ſituation 
gives no idea of its having been pro 
per either for pleaſure or defence. 


R 86 — — Near 
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Near Margam, in a lane leading 
from thence towards Cynfeg, we 


ſaw one of the ſtones. noticed by _ 


Camden; it is now placed upright, 
and the characters of the ſepulchre 
are ſtill perfectly legible. . *_ 
The ſituation of Margam * | 
ue. by William Earl of Glou- 
ceſter, grandſon to Fitzhamon, is at 
the foot of a high mountain, wholly 


covered with wood, I omitted to 


fee the orange trees in the garden 
grove, which, I have ſince pace are 
the fineſt in all Britain. 

In the ſtreet of Margam is an an- 


5 P croſs, which, with its pedeſtal, 


is covered with a profuſion of ſculp- 
ture repreſenting knots and fret-work. 
A few characters are ſeen near the 
two figures on it, but I was not able - 
«cypher them. 


. 4 * 1 * 1 
The 
＋ 
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The abbey church is a Name 
edifice, in the heſtends. ie fue 
| The road is now continued. under 1 
the mountains, near the Severn ſhoxe, | 
and paſſes cloſe to ſome large copper- 
works to Aberavon, here it crofles 
a ſtone bridge of one arch to Briton 
Ferry, which, croſſing, we rode along 
the beach for a few miles, and were 
ferried over the Tavey into Swan- 
ſea. 


- The landſcape about Briton; Ferry 


is exceedingly rich: the mountains, pl 


the river, and its woody banks, 
form a beautiful back-ground. and 
' contraſt. to the bold and craggy 
ſhore, and the broken inſ ulated „al 
near . LS 

juſt above the ferry i is | the ſeat a 
Mr. Vernon, fituated in the centre of 1 
this enchanting view. . + . 

The ſea. breezes from xi Briſtol 
channel have no inff uence over the 
| | | verdure 
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verdure of the trees on this fouthern | 
- coaſt, which flouriſh as well here as 
in the more inland parts. : 
_ Swanſea makes a handſome appear- 

ance from the approach to it, being 
built near the mouth of the Tavey, 
; on a ſemicircular riſing bank above 
The town is populous, and the 
5 — are wide; it carries on a con- 


-  fiderable trade in * * ; and | 


9 80 ; 

_ © Such is the binden of coal and 
limeſtone in Glamorganſhire,| that 

lime is the general manure of the 
whole country. 

The remaining walls of Swanſea 
caſtle are finiſhed with 'an open 
Gothic parapet, through the arches 

4; * pee the water ran g ow: : 


Liv e we cold e over 
the tedious and dreary mountain of 
HBettũs, in the midway towards the 
„„ ao 
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Llandĩlo vawr (from the extremities. 
of which there is a ere and extenſi ve 
proſpect) and def :endec into . 
marthenſhire. Ie Arlt 
Lllandilo vawr is a anal! em 
| en, on the declivity of * — 
Wen by the ToWwWyůy.. 
According to the hiſtory aha 
by Carãdoc of Lhancarvan, the laſt 
deciſi ve battle between the armies of 
Edward the Firſt and Llewellin, 
Prince of Wales, was fought: near 
this town, when the King's forces 
gained a complete victory; in conſe- 
quence of which, the unfortunate 
Prince, ſoon after, near Builth, loſt 
both his power and lifeG. 
This victory put a final period to 
the Welch independency, in the year 
1282, ſince which time the — 
pality has continued . the 
crown of ere = Bet: 


3 - {a 
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The ' ruins of Dinevawr caſtle 
ſtand on the high prominence of a 
beautiful ſemicircular hill, entirely 
manted with wood, and which, 

with a regular ſweep, nne 


deſcends to the Towy. 
The caſtle, which Giraldus. 4 


| was razed to the ground in the year 
1194, fix years after his Itinerary, 
but it was-ſoon-rebuilt. 
From the extent of the preſent ru- 
ins, I cannot conceive it to have been 
ſo much a caſtle of ſtrength and gran- 
deur as a ſmall palace calculated 


for the more refined and ſocial ah = 


The ruins are now „ incloſui ; in the 


beautiful park of Newton, belonging 
to Mr. Rice, and nnen 10 town 
of Aab. 
The caſtle af Carai N \Nands 
four miles S. E. from Llandilo, to- 


n the black mountain: it is moſt 
arong 5 
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| ſtrongly ſituated, on the point of a 
lofty craggy, inſulated rock, three 
| fades of which are wholly inacceſſi- 
ble: it is ſurrounded at moderate 
but unequal diſtances with moun- 
tains, and the roads leading to it are, 
even now, but barely practicable. 
The fortreſs, of which there are great 
remains, does not OCCUPY an Acre of 
ground ; tor, indeed, 1 rock would 
not admit of more. 


This was doubtleſs a - a Britiſh build: 2 


ing; ; the remaining ruins confirm 
the ſuppoſition, as there is not the 
_ leaſt appearance of Gothic n, 
them. 


The well in this caſtle is a e. 
lar curioſity. 3 


I am aware has there 1 is no men 


tion made of this caſtle in the hiſtory 
of Caradoc of Lhancarvan till the 
year 1248, when Rhys Fychan won 
. - from: Fe: n to e his 
2 - mother 
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mother had ſome time before pri- 
mai delivered it. 
We now ae ue our route 
through a charming country, per- 
fectly cultivated on ben hide of _ 
turnpike. ys 36 

We had a view on our r left hand 
of the ruins of Durflon caſtle, ſituated 
on a large natural knoll, near the 


Abergwilly, where is a ſeat of the 
Biſhop of St. David's, but which 
bas nothing to recommend it, except 
the beauty of the neighbouring 
country. 
Caermarthen is a "a and kad 
fas: Welch town: I ſpeak by com- 
pariſon ; for, in general, the Welch 
ſtreets are narrow and winding, and 
| the decent houſes are too often inter- 
mixed with the meaneſt cottages. ; 
Part of the caſtle is now uſed as whe 


county gaol but there is nothing re- 
| markable in the ruins of it. 


According 
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\Aoctriing to Giraldus, the walls 
of Caermarthen were raiſed with 
brick, but I could not diſcover the 
ſmalleſt traces in the remains of them; 
though the redneſs of the ſtones at 
firſt deceived me, and inclined 1 me to 
be of his opinion. 

A long ſtone bridge eke the 
T owy from this town; but, like the 
common faſhion of the W it is 
Inconveniently narro ß). : 

The beauty of the country new ths 
miniſhes, and there is little worth 
attention in the road, till we arrive 
at Narbeth, a ſmall town, with ſome 
remains of a caſtle, in Pembrokeſhire: 
We had, indeed, a diſtant view, on 
our right hand, of the remarkable 
mountain called the Ragged Rocks, 
the ſummit of which appeared circu- 
hr, and like the our mp ruins of | 
a a caſtle wall. Hf 
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About two miles forward we croſ- 
ſed the Cleddy, near which, on the 
right hand, appear the remains f 
Lauhaden caſtle, - and on the left the 


fine woods of Slebach. 


It is peculiar to Picton caſtle al 
it has always been inhabited. The 


preſent poſſeſſors are the Philips 's, by 
whom it has been modernized. It is 


eſteemed one of the capital houſes 
in the principality ; but the ſtrongeſt 


curioſity. to examine modern archi- 


tecture will cauſe little interruption 


to a tour through Wales. 1 
HFaverfordweſt is a large irregular 


town, built on the declivity of a hill, 
which is ſo ſteep towards the river, 


that the back windows of the ground 


floors in one ſtreet frequently over- 
: op the roofs of another. | 


The caſtle ruins are * ae a N 
Ja preſent a grand object to the ap- 5 
ene from Narbeth. 


+ 1 
7 i 
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As we were ſoon to traverſe a poor 
and miſerable country, we thought it 
prudent to exchange a bank note at 
Faverfordweſt, to prevent the diffi- 

culties which might otherwiſe Stems: 

our paſling it. 1 iro Dope! 

We made an excurſion from Hai: 
verford weſt to Harbarſton Haikin, _ 
ſituated on the broadeſt part; 1 Mil- 
ford Haven. 

The little harbour: of Harbarſton 
is generally full of veſſels, which ex- 
port from it corn, coals, and lime- 
ſtone; and we found no difficulty in 
hiring a convenient boat to 1 us 


to Pembroke. 


We ſailed Seth its) tubviass of 
Milford, fo well known for i its mag- 
nitude and ſecurity. It appears like 

animmenſe lake; for the mouth not 
being at any diſtance viſible, ' the 
. whole haven ſeems land- locked: 
the mouth opens to the ſouthward, 
| Rs W 
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and the haven erm "EGS cat 
ward. | 
There is e Dold or ny | 
| m on the ſhores of it; they are 
neither mountainous nor woody: the 
land round the haven conſiſts of ſmall 
inequalities of ground, pretty well 
cultivated, though ſometimes varied 
with large furze brakes. _ ; 
Ihe view of Pembroke and its 
| caſtle, from the river, is very grand. 
Tbe town is ſituated upon the ridge - 


of along and narrow rock, gradu- 


ally aſcending to the higheſt point, 
on which ſtands the caftle, at the 
edge of the precipice. If I may com- 
pare: ſmall things with great, it re- 
ſembles much the Ratio of Edin- 
burgh. 5 
The caſtle is a och latte; 
mixed with the early Gothic: the 
principal ut which 1s uncom- 
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aß high and perfect, has even its 
ſtone vaulted roof remaining. 
This fortreſs was built by Girald, 

conſtable of Windſor, anceſtor: of 
Cambrenſis. | | 
I neglected to ſee Carew caſtle and 
Tenby, in this neighbourhood, which, 
from deſcriptions I have ſince heard 
of them, I greatly regret. 0 
We returned with the tide to Har- 
barſton, and by the ſame road to our 
quarters at Haverfordweſt, through 
an incloſed but unpleaſant country, 
near the little pariſh of Haroldſton, 
which may poſſibly have taken its Fry 
name from King Harold. | 
From Haverfordweſt the wh Jade 
rails miſerable country, leaving 0 
a ruined tower of Roche caſtle on 
the right hand, and winds down to 
the beach of Niwegal, about the mid 
way towards St. David's: it be 
traverſes a ane and deſcends t 
"0 = 
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the romantic little harbour of Solvath, 1 


which is a cove, ſurrounded with 
high and barren rocks. TS 
A ſtreet of wretched cottages, one 
1 which is the inn, compoſes the 
city of St. David's. 1 had ſo little 
notion of its being the biſhopric, 
chat I inquired in the ſtreet how far 
it was to St. David's. The reader 
will eaſily give me credit, when he 
hears that the palace and cathedral 
ſtand below. the town, and cannot be 
ſeen rom It. ö 
The biſhop's palace, bo 890 8 was 
founded in the reign of Edward the 
Third, is now an immenſe ruin; ſe- 
veral of the apartments are uncom- 
monly large, the walls of Wb are 


gill entire. 

Edmund, Earl of Rickmadd, "A 5: 
ther of Henry the Seventh, lies un- 
der a raiſed tomb near the middle 


of = On, and at a little diſtance 
from 
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from it is: the monmment of Owen | 


Tudor. e 5 
There is „ ait Kade ha Pets 


pleaſing in the idea of ſtrewing flow 


ers and everyreens over the grave of 
a a departed friend, which is the uni- - 


verſal cuſtom in theſe parts. 


The weſtern coaſt of Wales "is 


mountainous, with ſteep or perpett- 
dicular cliffs towards the Triſh Tea. 


Ih croffing the few rivers it this 


_ dreary part of our route, we had a 


tarp deſtert from ve mountam, and 
a quick aſcent to another. The rode 

is commonly within view of the ſea, 1 

ard ſometitnes of the liſh coaſt. 


__ © Few inclofures are to be ſten in 
1 the neighbourhood of St. David's. 
I mache à ſhort excurfion om 
thence" to fee ) maen figl, or the 
ſhaking ſtone, mentioned by Gibſon: 


6 ir tuo We OY 1 8 


Si David's head: Its 
n 
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certainly. a Juſus. nature, as it is 2 
| u fallen from the upper rock. 
This ſtone has long ſince been im- 
8 3 but never could be ſo cu- 
rious as the famous rocking ſtone at 

| Stonchenge i in Wiltſhire. G 
The weight of the two ſtones in | 
3 queſtion e to me to be e 

equal. 5 0 

Piſgard ſands upon the point of a a 
mountain, from which there is a 
ſteep deſcent (cut from the precipice) 
- to its little harbour, at the mouth. 9 
c 98 
Within two miles of 3 
a poor town, ſituated under the 

ruins of a ſmall caſtle, the road paſſes, 
cloſe to the remains of four or five 


Druid ſepulchres or altars.; the ſtones 


are large, and were originally ſup-. 


- with four upright pillars, 93 57 


the legs of a table: they are all with- 


in pe. ieee 0 of about . 
IT 2 19985 


1 Ws . 


* 


| 
| +4 
| 
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yards: 92 one of thaw, ma dere 
| fect. 341.2 ITED: 1 #5 8 FR 


"Theſe. A = on EP left. * 


| band of the road i in an encloſed field. . 
which, in Engliſh, Is is 


called Daertinman. p 
The old croſs, — oy Gib. „ 


ſon, , remains in the church yard at „„ 
Nevern; but we could not find eithern4 


the inſcribed ſtone, on the north ſide 


of the church yard, or the inſcription ; 
in the church; nor Se we learn 
any intelligence of them. ion hu Hes 


The church At; eee pms _ ” 
pavement in it; and the frequent bus, 


rials, in, the. manger. of St. David's, 
have raiſed the ground witt 


in, ſeven 


Wl eight feet N an it 1 — 
out. e x tie cht 

This: — * 16 pleaſanty PRAM 
on the banks of the river Nevern, and 
backed by ſome fine ſhady hills: we 
ce 60 them, and, by a bad 
* 2 and 


1 
— 180 14 
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ant intricate road, arrived at Cardi- 
gan, having paſſed through the dirty 
village of St. Dogmael, formerly fa- 
mous for its abbey, ſome ruins of 
which ſtill remain, and which the 
river 1 m an ee. Lo 


- Moſt ads highs" 
theſe parts have lately been deftroyed 
and converted to private uſes. 
Cardigan ſtands upon a gentle emi- 
34 - nenee, riſing from the Tyvy, over 
. Which chere is a handfome ſtone 
bridge. Part of the outward walls 
pf che eaſtle is till remaining, but 
the materials emma NE rs dne 
been teme ve. 
5 e rode m we c Wea. 
more, and, ſending our horſes from 
B ' thence round to Llechryd bridge, 
© followed a Beautiful ſhady path eut 
Fi from the preeipice of the Tyvy bank 
2Y K ler two miles. This river tuns in a 
bur 2 broad 
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aa and tranflucid firearm between 
the ſloping hills, which" are abont 


two hundred feet in height, 1 


Wholly covered with wood, from the 
water's brink to their ſummits. This 
ſylvan ſcene is only once interrupted 
by a lofty, naked, and projecting 
rock, on which ſtand the romantic 

ruins of Cilgarran caſtle, and which, 
by its fingular contraſt to the reſt of 
the view, gives a 1 to a de- 
licious landſcapes if 334 4 


We met our horſes at Leere 


bridge, a little below which are ſom _ 


large and expenſive works, lately 
erected by a company for the _ 
oe of making tin plates. 
Prom theſe: works the beauty of 
the r river diminiſhes ; but we were itt- 
formed, that, at ſome diſtance up- 
wards, the TOP is ſtill more at | 
reſque. | 


I 1 2 * 
3 ; "i 


2 — — 
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The town of Llanarch conſiſts of 

a few ſtraggling cottages, but the 
name ſerved us as a guide to Aberyſt- 
with: for we ſoon found it neceſ- 
ſary to be previouſly acquainted with 
every place in our route, as we could 
ſeldom get any. farther. intelligence 
from the few people we met on the 
road than to the next town or vil- 
lage. But, indeed, the intricacies of 
this ride were frequently relieved by 

proper direction poſts. 
We now left a deep and ſhady "A 
on the left hand, and ſoon after de- 
| ſeended w:Aberaywany: > 10k ot 
Prom hence the ſhore: becoming 
more level and; agreeable, the road 

quickly paſſes by the intrenchment of 
a ſmall caſtle, half of which has long = 
ſince been waſhed away by the ſea. 
About two hundred yards on the 
left hand of the road, and two miles 
rn. e are two ſup- 
6 #1 - poſed 


4 * 8. 
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poſed Druidical ſepulchral monu- 
ments; they are upright ſingle ſtones, 
and one of them, when perfect, mea- 
ſured eleven feet in height above the 
ground, 18 * feet fix One in 


5 e 
| Aberyſtwyth is Aw on an u 5 
elevation, in the midſt of a broad Yi; 


vale, at the mouth of the river Vſt. 
wyth. All the towns beginning 
with Aber, denote their being near 
the mouth of a river; for Aber, in 
Welch, is a ſmaller ſtream, "dif. 
charging itſelf i into a any af or into 
me" „ is 
Part of the old n of 0 town 
is remaining, but all the facing ſtones 
have been taken away. The caſtle 
has undergone the ſame fate, and the 
5 ruins of it are now trifling, except 
one, a Gothic tower, the ſhell of | 
Which remains for a ſea mark. 9 


* * 
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We learn from Powell the hiſto- 
rian, that the preſent caſtle was found- 
ed by King Edward the Firſt, in 


127%, a few years before his com- 
plete conqueſt of Wales. 


From Tal y bont, our late long 
taium began to find ſome relief 
from a cheerful ſylvan ſcene, which 
conducted us by the ſides of two 
waterfalls, near Gwellyn- gwin bridge, 
to the banks of the DO _ 
The proſpect before us is now en- 
ee while the ſtriking con- 


lancholy waſte we have lately left, 
makes us more ſenſible of the pleafing 
tranfition. „ ä 
The navigable Peer runs as through 
2 > broad expanſe. of rich meadows, 
encircled with a majeſtic chain of ſu- 
perb mountains, the ſlopes of which 
are beautifully chequered with com- 
nad paſtures, and large woods. 
1 ice 


* N 


traſt of the preſent object, to the me- ” 


— 


f 
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Machynlleth lies in a ſmall vers 
S fs plain, ſurrounded with moins - 
tains. It ſtands in the extreme welt - 
angle of Montgomery ſhire, and the 
bridge from the town. carried us ine. 
Mierionetn. 
Leaving Machynlleth, we tha 
: fond. ourſelves in a truly alpine 4 . 
ley; the rapid torrent, roaring over 
a bed of broken rocks, and now and 
then interrupted by immenſe frag- 
ments, from which it fell in oonſider- 
rable cataracts; the woody amd exalted: | 
precipices on each fide of the rivers. 
and the mountain brooks-continually: 
rattling about us; formed a miniature 
picture of the romantic raad between 
Aigues belles and Mount Cenis. To- 
wards the extremity of this beautiful 
ſcene, the huge. mountain of Caden 
Idris preſented its naked, craggy; * 
prominent cliff, full to our front. 1 
never ſaw an object more awfu . 
| H " 2 _ ſub- 5 


93 > 
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ſublishe 3 3 it extends more than half a 
mile in length, and is at leaſt a thous | 
b feet high. 2 
The road Balles, e, part 1 of Gs 
A and tremendous 'precipice, 
on the right hand, within ſight of a 
large lake on the left, and cloſe to 
the brink of a ſmaller. It then 
crofles. an arm of Cader Idris, and 
| with a quick deſcent of two rocky 
miles ends at Dolgelly. Part of this 
latter path leads through a thin oak 
wood, which hangs over an impetu- 
ous torrent, foaming down a rugged | 
deeclivity as ſteep as the roads. 
The town of Dolgelly is finely 
ſituated upon the Avon's bank: the 
vallies around are richly interſperſ- 
ed with woods and decent houſes, 
while the mountains bound every 


proſpect from er town at ana 
diſtances. 359 77 1000 - 35 ; 


; ( "214 
p { , ö ö 
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There appears ſome ſpirit in tie 
an trade in this neighbourhood, 
which extends its buſy influenee for 
many miles round the country. 

We now paſſed near the poor re- 
mains of Vennar Abbey, or Kinner, 
according to Speed, and eroſſing the 
river Mothvaye, ſoon . by 
ther alpine vale, 7 tre 
a About five miles Pri 11 
(a few large Scotch _ ne 
of the road marking the 
turned upwards on our let to 10 ee a 5 


FLLS 


waterfall behind a ſmall houſe of a 


widow Vaughan. * This cataract is 
broken into two broad parts; the 
upper deſcends about thirty five feet 


upon a ſmall craggy ridge, ang the 9 


lower about twenty feet, into a 
Loſhanitir baſon, encircled with: p per- | 
 pendicular- or impending! rocks π. 
| fine-wood ſursounds it, arid fomiendE" 
| the largeſt trees project their ſhady 
H 6 branches 


- 
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— over the pregipics. of re the 


= 4 


1 to the; kigh: Renova 
45 eroſſed a bridge, under which 


the torrent rattled from the above 
eaſcade down a deep declivity, and 
through large disjointed — 
rate the river. 


We quitted the valley two 5 | 


en and aſcended a barren and 
diſmal mountain: the road continued 
loneſome and melancholy for ſeveral 
miles, but at length conducted us to 
2 ——— a inn at 1 y 
be 


11 * W e Fog 


"wy of them the fall of a whole river, 
and ſituated within a e, of. 
mile of one another. od Io 


In an excurſion * Tan 7 1 * yh 


: ts Harlech, we deviated a lit- | 
tle from the road, to fee the Rhaidr 


; 
: : . - ; 
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du, or black cataract, ſo called foors 5 
the colour of its water.. 
This is a fall of halen e 
jd, about forty. feet in depth: a be: 
5 —— baſon, ſemicircled with rock, 
and ſurrounded with a thin grove, 
receives it. The reſt 9b the v ley i 
poorand unincloſed. ks, 
As we eee inilecka the | 
odd became ſcarcely. praticable j it 
was literally a ſtair-caſe path, worn 
on the ſide of a nere 55 


d . e e 


perfect as this at Harlech; the ſhell 
is entire. 1 have no doubt but that 
dhe preſent fortreſs was erected: by 
Edward the Firſt. It is ſituated on 

a very *. rock nn in the 
Lin ſea. | 
In 00 0 to GP: the gen oak 
of our morning ride, we returned 
der the, ſands of the Tan * 


n 
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chan, which are e only 11 low 


Water. | | 
re is MAVEN ED tie ts; had bi 
therto never deviated from the true 
line of our route, when alone, 'and & 
that we ſeldom failed of ng — e 
when we employed a guide. | 1 
Our preſent Ciceronĩ rb Tun y 
Bwlch conducted us wrong both to 
and from Harlech; and on our re- 
turn we were obliged to have guide 
upon guide, before we ventured to 
croſs the ſands, which are by no 
means difficult when known, but 
which; from their ſhifting and quick- 
neſs, are Twice: and dangerous to 
3 1 neee 1 
Cadet induced: by the — 
* of our little inn, and the atten- 
tive complacency of the landlady, % 
fleep' three nights at Tan y Bwich. 
This is a ſingle houſe, in the pariſh : 


of Feſtiniogg3 and about three miles 
below 
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below i, the river Dryryd divides 
the inn from the pariſh church off 


Maynturogg; it lies in a deep and 
narrow valley between the moun 
clothed with wood, excepting near 
the houſe, where the ſylvan walks, 
amid the craggy PI are ex- 
Ne pictureſque. n , 26) eee 
At a little diſtance from chen inn, on 


aà woody mountain's ſide; is a «pleaſant 


ſeat of a widow. Griffith. tin 
We now traverſed a 4 e and 
cloud-capt country; but as it hap- 
pened to be low water, we avoided 
ſome of theſe mournful mountains 
by deſcending on the ſands of the 
. Traeth Mawr, which carried us to 
the Pont Aberglaſlyn, which divides» 
Merioneth from Caernarvonſhire. 

This bridge is one wide ſtone areh, 
and is built over a roaring waterfall, 


iCulgr Precipions4uys 


of the ſcene before us impreſſed a 
ſilent W on our ſenſes. 
We at length moved ſlowly onward, 
contemplating the wonderful chaſm. 
_ An' impending craggy cliff, at leaſt 
800 feet high, projects from every 
part of its broken front ſtupendous 
rocks ah the moſt capricious forms, 
and {£ a broad and tranſlucid 
torrent, | which rages like a cataract, 
amidſt the _ ruins * from the 
mountain. 1011 
. Thedisjointed im 4 
poſite declivity, cruſhing their moul- 
dering props, ſeem ſcarcely prevented 
from overwhelming thenarrow ridge;. 
which forms the road derne n 
af the flood. 12004 
Ane with 1 0 this nne 
and unparalleled paſs, which conti- 
nues for near a e Aa we dene 
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of Bethkelert, over a rocky deſert at 


the foot of Snowdon, and by the 
edge of two lakes, one of which com- 
mands attention from its ſize and the + 
ſcenery around it, to Lyngwennyn 
bridge, near ich is a mae 
waterfall. LO | 
Aa W now to. o open, 8 5 
; aralanlly fpreads itſelf. into the plea, 
ſant and rich 'cour vy, around. Cooke 


narvon. „ 2 


I entirely pm Mr. "hong - 


ton, that the plans of the Welch 
_ caſtles, founded by Edward the Firſt, 
were borrowed from the Aſiatic for- 


treſſes which that prince had ſeen in nw 


the Holy Land, becauſe: they are 
preciſely ſimilar to many which Le 
Brun hath copied and inſerted in * 
; valuable travels. 


WMWWWe croſſed the Menai Jew: at 

| Beaumaris, and a four miles ride over 
the: ſands at low water, where the 

: | 0 3 5 


5 wich a twilight obſcurity. 
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true path was ſufficiently pointed out 
* poſts at proper diſtances, carried 
us to the Iriſh turnpike at r | 
in Caernarvonſhire. 7 
We had a glimpſe, for a few mi- 
4 nutes only, of the 3 of Ont 
TO from Dolgelly. irs © 
During our abode amid | thoſe ſu- 
perb mountains, neither ſun nor ſtars 
appeared to our ſight for ſeveral dayͤs; 
and, wrapt up in an impenetrable. 
miſt, we were perpetually > 06 
But on our emerging A theſe | 
4 romantic viſions, the firſt! view of the 
cheerful rays of the long abſent ſun. 
gave an inexpreſſible refreſhment to 
our ſpirits it ſaluted our immediate 
approach to the vale of Caernarvon. 


We changed the elimate in an 528 : 


F 


ſtant we breathed a freer ar. 
The ſituation of Conway is * 
e fine: it lies on the bank of 
a noble 


4 


weren rouns. 1 


"ol 100 river, d in the centre of 
a4 beautif ul vale, well cultivated and 
. we found a ati 2 
ration in the manners of the people. 
We were now in the great Iriſh road; 
the article a ee was doubled n in 
our bills. 3 
The town of Comvayii e in 
 indiffenenty; built; it was fortified = 
with walls which ſtill Re and x: | 
«les by Edward the Firſt. | 
We cxoſſedi the wide ferry at Coe | 
ay ' which; brought us into Den- 
bighthire, and traverſed a hilly coun | 
try, till we came within eight miles 
of St. Aſaph, when we entered! the 
Ede vale of CIu undi! 
We paſſed over Penmaen Dukes in 
1 morning s ride, where the de- 
clivity is ſteep: and the road indiffe - 
rent: a nearer path is cut for horſes 
along the {ide of the ſea cliff, in the 
offi _ tame 


1 
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ume manner as at Penmaen Mawr ; 
but it is fo formidably narrow and 
unprotected, that few people dare 
themſelves or their horſes on it. 
N Rydland caſtle is noted in hiſtory 
for the famous ſtatute enacted in it by 
Edward the Firſt, in the year 1284, 
for the better government of his 
newly-acquired dominion ; and the 
"preamble of this ſtatute informs us of 
the entire ſubjection of Wales. 
Leaving the Iriſh road at St. 
Aſaph, we ſoon arrived at the pic- 
tureſque town of Denbigh, which is 
built on the declivity of a lofty bill, 
on the higheſt point of which are the 
ruins of a ſtrong caſtle of the time of Y 
Edward the Firſt. The principal 
gateway is a beautiful Gothic arch, 
and the king's ſtatue remains in a 
niche over it, in the ſame manner as 
At the caſtle of Caernarvon. 


* 


* 
4 x — 
„ 
1 . Bas 


WELCH TOURS. 165 


The original town ſtood upon this 5 
hill, and the walls of it are ſtill viſible; 
but at preſent the pariſh church only 


remains on it, near which is the unfi- 
niſhed ſhell of a larger church, with 


a nave and two aiſles, which appears 


2 to have been begun in the fifteenth 
century. It is now a ruin. 


Ruthin is a large and populous : 


| town on the Clwyd, commanding an 
extenſive proſpect into that charming 
vale : here is likewiſe an excellent 


grammar ſchool. It was formerly 
protected with a Gothic caſtle, but 


aw 


the remains of it are very trifling. 


About five miles from Ruthin we 


| quitted the delightful vale of Clwyd. 
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T HE tengrb's of — E 
ET nearly ſixty miles ; but che 

| breadth in the broadeſt part does not 
exceed twenty. The number of its 15 
inhabitants has never been calculated 

with any exaCtneſs ; yet the general 


every other in Wales, for the lofti- 
neſs of its mountains, and we multi- 


I 1 tude 


3 This county Mains „ 


» 
N _ 


Ly 
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. tude of its eminences. They occupy | 


almoſt the whole extent, in a curved, 

_* ſerrated chain, from the promontory 
of Ormſhead eaſterly to Bardſey Iſle, 
a ragged rock in the weſt: All the 

. ſpace is abundantly diverſified with 
bare and ſtupendous elevations, with 
wide gaping chaſms of ſavage aſ- 
5 pect, with pleaſant incurvations of 
Tome fertility, with rich bottoms, 
and ſome abrupt and ſome gentle 
ſlopes and ſwells. Its antiquity is 
neceſſarily obſcure; and the hiſtorical | 
accounts of the county, Prior to the 
commencement of the eighth cen- 
tury, furniſh no ſatisfactory. regiſter. 
of events. The improved parts of 
the county now occupy nearly the 
half of the ſuperficies ; and perhaps 
in ages to come almoſt the whole 

3 urface, wherever any mould i is left, 
. de e to a tate of artificial 
e ; 
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paſturage, if not of cumberſome tile, £ 
. | 
The mountains in oh 8 fon 's 
Conway to Caernarvon ſeem embo- 
ſomed in one another; but from the 
Angleſea ſhore. they aſſume a more 
regular appearance, range riſing up- 
on range in three gradations. The 
lower valleys and ſides to the firſt 
ſwell are in general fertile, tempe- 
rate, and habitable. The ſecond 
"range affords paſturage and fuel, 
ſuch as long graſs, peat, and furze. | 
The higheſt ridge compriſes in it 
the nature of the frigid zone; the 
air is keen and rarefied, and ſnow 
1 uſually prevails there more than half 
the year. When it rains mildly in 
the lower diſtricts of. the mountain, 
it oftentimes ſnows with Joo: on 
the heights. „ 
8 Llanrwſt, where the "traveller by ; 
vi of, Shrewſbury firſt enters this 
NS 12 9 delicious 


« — 


x. 172, | WELCH Tons. 
Alete wle: the fide down de 
hill, upon the opening of it, is ſtri- 
being beyond imaginütion; the Vie. 
nervonſhive fide, riſfag fuddemy to a 


great height, impreſſes che mind bt 


aceuſtorned to abrupt ſeenes of na- 
ture With aſtonffhiment and delight. 
This ſmall town is fituated Hear the 


- ſouthern extremity of the ville on tlie 


banks of the river Conway, which 
Avides this count) from that bf Den- 
bigh. The place is celebrated for 
ns bridge, which conifiſts of three 


1 arches, the middle of Which 18 eltip- 


cal, ad is the #diviiration of ſtran- 
gers, atid worthy of the great archi. | 


ſtteet ige Jones. The vide, Which 


of nie great extent, widens in ſuc- 
cobffierr to its termination at Conway; 
Aid u noble river, capable of receiv. 


| 1 ing {mall craft, runs 5 the Eure | 
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"oaks Lhabeder, from the road, 
is ſeen a roaring cataract; the fall is 

not altogether perpendicular, but the 
inclination is nearly ſo; and the 
whole body of water, which in floods 
is conſiderable, appears all foam, 
from its agitation with . oppoſing 
rocks. On the left is Caerhun, ſo. 
called from Rhyn ap Maclgwyn 
n * ** Rn n, 5 ; 
| N this part of. 550 W I 
Tal y Cain, is a flat ferry 2 < 
ance from one ſhore to the other. 
Abe town of Conway, before: wy 
tticed, is pleaſantly fituated on a gen- 


tle aſcent over the eſtuary of that 


tiſh words Kyn and Wy, which figs - 
nify the head or chief river. For a 
further account of this place, ſes 


2000 from n. 0. P · . 8 5 


"> | Though a 
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Though Snowdon has been before 
mentioned, (fee p. 31) the following 
account is ſo extremely intereſting, 
that J flatter myſelf it will be: _ 
table to the reader: 

This is the moſt noted 8 in 
i 1 whole region of the Welch hills, 
and may with propriety be ſtyled the 


5 Britiſh Alps. The top, by way of 


pre-eminence, is termed y Wyddſa, 


that is the conſpicuous; for from 


this height the viſible horizon cannot 


' be leſs than a thouſand miles. The. | 
ſummit is a plain of about fix yards 


in circumference; and from hence 
may be ſeen a part of Ireland, of 
Scotland, and of England, Cumber- 


land, Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, and all 


North Wales, the Iriſh and Britiſh 
ſeas, and lakes innumerable. Such 
a bountiful diſplay” of nature at once 
aſtoniſhes and charms the beholder. 
Tancred Robinſon makes the height 
fans 1 5 1 200 
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. yards; but Mr. Pennant. per, 
- haps nearer the truth, ſets it at 11 By --- 
yards. But what is this altitude to 


that of Mont Blanc, or Cotopaxi ? 
The former meaſures two thouſand = 
four hundred and twenty-fix toiſes, 
and the latter three miles perpendicu- 
lar height. To aſcend Snowdon is 
no eaſy exerciſe ; it requires ſome 
_ reſolution and activity to clamber 
rocks, and ſkip over bogs: yet per- 
| ſons on horſeback have been known 
to reach the ſummit with a degree of 
ſafety, All pleaſures are attended 
with fatigue. Once, in aſcending *' 
this king of hills, I found my ſelf 
uncommonly weary at the end of the 
journey: having put on boots for 


warmth, they not only retarded expe- o 


dition, but rendered the footing leſs 
firm and ſecure. The night is uſually 
choſen to begin the aſcenſion, in 

order to be at the apex at ſun- riſing, 


„ ES Which 
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which is a proſpect r 
magnificent, if the morning be clear. 


Ileſt Caernarvon at five P. M. and 
arrived leiſurely at the baſe of the 


mountain a little before eight, in the 
month of Auguſt. The azure now 
promiſed no fair weather, it being 
| hazy, and the wind, high. How- 
ever, from this hopeful circumſtance . 
I learned ſome operations of nature, 
Which I ſhould have miſſed, had the 
a EV appeared witbout a cloud. Quel- 
In Take exhibited a ſurface boiſter= 
ous to a degree that I had never ob- 
fſerved before in freſh water: like a 
| tempeſtuous ſea, the billows foamed 
and roared. The wind ruſhing 7 


along the interſtices of the moun- 


| fains, and being pent from expand- 
ing, exerted ielelf in an incredible 
degree of fury 
; _ qcciſlon | 2 
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Storms frequently prevail in the 
defiles of the mountains ; the wind, 


ruſhing between them through a 
narrow channel, at TY increaſes in 


| ſpeed and denſity. I reſted the be- 


ginning of the night at a ſmall Pty 
houſe among the rocks: to begin to- 
aſcend it was too ſoon.. At twelve 
P. M. 1 eagerly proceeded with a 
guide, and arrived at the top, wide: - — 0 
out any material occurrence of obſer- 
vation, about three in the morning. 
The dawn of day now appeared, and 


there Was ſomething very awful and. 5 A 


impreſſing in the ſituation. Nature 


looked tremendous and frowning, 1 
and the atmoſphere was every mo- 
ment putting on a different aſpect? 


at one inſtant the {ky was clear, the. 


next overcaſt with clouds : now "= 


5 rain, then fair weather. . 


> Lan tranſition. "> 


ans. | WELCH- TOURS. 

- tranſition was uncommonly quick and 
perceptible, until the ſun became vi- 
fible in the horizon. Never ſhall I 
forget the horror and the pleaſure I - 
then felt. He appeared to come forth 
from the ocean in fiery. redneſs, and 
like a giant to run his courſe. A 


pure azure for a few minutes now 


diſplayed itſelf with refulgent beau- 
ty. The clouds were forming faſt 
underneath, and the wind being „ 
briſk, ſoon carried them over head: 
and with. ſuch rapidity were they 1 55 
impelled from the great chaſm of 
Llanberis, that they ſeemed. to riſe 
like ſmoke qut of a great furnace. 
Now and then the beams or rays of 
ſun darted from between the clouds 

_ like lightening, flaſhing upon the 


* 


adverſe rocks. \ The chi wart of 
lakes in theſe mountains, and the hu- 
midity of. the ſoil, bring on theſe 


phenomena. | When the ſun had 
aſcended | 


* 3 5 5 1 
— * 
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dende ſome degrees, the "(ky 
brightened; but the exhaled vapours 
wm viſible, and ſometimes are 
fo through. the courſe” of the day: 
Goats are not unfrequent on ſome of 
the moſt inacceſfible cliffs, and ſneep 
on all eaſy acclivities. Fhough you 
are here within an hour's ride of an 
hoſpitable and ſocial people, yet the 
ideas of waſte and ſolitude unavoi-- 
dably prevail. The elevation of 
your footing is fo unuſuaF to the 
mind, that while you ſurvey the 
amazing proſpect with aſtoniſhment 
and admiration, . you tremble at the 
contemplation. of the ſlippery Grua- 
tion you are in. Angleſea diſplays. 
or unfolds itſelf to you like a map, 
and you can plainly diſcern its wind- 
ings, crooks, and bays,, Mans 
power is diminiſhed, and even de- 
baſed in his « own nh, at t the gran 
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maous for its ſite, being 1 
thrown from one hill to another. 
The country hereabouts is tincom- 
monly romantic and wild, riſing on 
either ſide into abrupt Precipices z 4 


WEECE rovrs. | 
fs of the ſcenes be- 


One — hs . ties of as... 


4 vonlhice is Pont Aberglaſlyn, a bridge | 
Which joins. this county to Merio- 
nethſhire. It is re 


emarkable for a 
falmon- leap cloſe by it, and fa- 
an arch 


and the noiſe of the river, in the 
wintry deluge, is uncommonly loud, 


though the ſtream in its uſual pro- 
greſs is never very ſilent and placid, 
from the number of dark looſe 
blocks of ſtone in every direction "= 
| the river, hurled into it from the cir- 
dcumjacent hills. The road from Caer- 
. yon to the bridge, the diſtance 


about twelve miles, is hard, ſpaci- 10 
Aus, and ſufficiently level for wheel- 


<ORAges.; 4 


"TER 313 on 4 which, 
and the pictureſque ſcenes all along 


the ride, the place en re ſorted to. 
in be ſummer ſcaſon. 

The church of Bedd it i 
neat ſtructure, is ſituated cloſe to the 
river, and ſurrounded by ia; - 
mountains. Behind the public houſe, 
oppoſite a mill, is a grand ſublime | 
view of the majeſtic ; height, great- 

tator. To the eaſt is a folemn hol. 
low, rugged with rocks, and ſavage 
with huge excrefcences; The eye, 
in the ſurvey of this horrid chaſm, 
is relieved now and then by ſpots of 
verdure, by patches of heath, 'by 
thinly. ſcattered ſheep, and by the 
beautiful curvature of the mountain. 
This is an excellent ſtand to take a 
landſeape of naked nature; having 
received no embelliſhment ar the 


inquſtey of man, it exhibits a ſur- 
ES. 


f 
8: 4 
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face deſolate - and * deſerted, It is 
very probable all this part of the 
country. was covered with trees, and 
8 the covert of nn and other beaſts 
of the foreſt. In the Welch an- 
nals this region is an he foreſt of 
—— | 274 | 
The mountains of a 
nun in a bent line from ſea to ſea. 5 
The eaſt point is a headland, called 
Ormſhead, the weſt Aberdaron.. 
The defiles and openings that give 
| theſe mountains a paſſage, have all 
been ſtrongly fortified, either with 
caſtles, towers, or forts. Deganwy 
ceeaſtle ſtands at the opening at Con- 
way; Caerhun at the paſs of Bwlch 
y Ddau Vaen, with a fort below at 
Aber; Dol. y Felin caſtle and a 
watch- tower at Nant Frankon; Dol- 
badern at Nant Peris: at Criccieth 
18 a en. caſtle; 5. and at Caſtall 
. Gy 1 
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Gyſarch a watch-tower ; and a. fore, | 
at Dolbenmaen. i 
The ridges of Gee are, 
in ſome places, notehes by great 
gaps, or narrow valleys. Here are 
mountains of many ſorts, and of 
different origin. Some are compoſed, : 
of ſhells, ſand, and ſpar, and of 
pebbles; or all together cemented by 
| a natural-gluten. | Others appear to. 
LE > Þ_ enn of eee 
fire. 1 

| 3 ine 


l Ky As the ranges, 

| of. the mountains is often the effect of, 

a fliding of a part of the hill: the 

great incumbent weight on a rapid. 

inelination overbalances the equili- 
brium, and froſt and foods os to 

unſtate the maſs. «So As AI 15 

5 All mountains are ee in, 

2 ſprings: and rivers ; and the reaſon i is 

obvious, they ſerve as an alembic. 

| Then ic of attraction is Wonder 

nable, 


( 5 WELCH TOURS, | 

Wee and in proportion to un 
height they intercept the flying va- 
pours and clouds, which, finding re- 
fiſtance, trickle down their ſides in 
water, and form lakes of great depth; 
and from theſe conſervatories rivers 
are formed, and fountains” * | 


very obſervable hills: called Rivles. | 
They are all conical, and of great 
| height: they extend in a beautiful 

| towering order; almoſt to the weſtern 
extremity of the county; Elevations. 

of this form are ſuppoſed to be the | 
effect of ſubterraneous F 
Dinas Dinlle, about four miles 5 
| Soul- weſt of Caernarvon, is an ar- 
tificial mount of gravel and earth, 
dloſe to the ſea ſhore. This is con- 
5 jectured to have been a Britiſh camp 
_ or fortification; but Mr. Pennant 
} judges it to have been a Roman for- 
$4 toſs; 3 
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treſs ; and, to corroborate: this ſup- 
poſition, a coin of Alt Was found 
here. 1185 1001 
"Clynag.—This ah is 5 + 
ſfanbaving been a college, which was 
founded by Beuno, ſon. of Bavagius. 
King Cadwallader and Prince Ana- 
rawd were conſiderable benefactors 
to the church, which is Gothie, and 
the handſomeſt in the county: the 
architecture, though upon a ſmaller 
ſcale than that of Bangor, ſeerns 6 | 
Narr o the een in Glo 7 
wy this village is . midway 
detween the towns. of Caernarvon 
and Pwllbeli, it has one tolerably 


good inn. The country from hence 


to Pwllheli is, in general, dreary and 
barren, but with here and there a 
gentleman's houſe, around which the 
ground for a little way puts on. 2 
wore St a a rance; yet, on 
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the late; ſterility fuperabounds. | 
The paſs to the entrance of Llyn is 
called Drws Daufyndd, a narrow - 
avenue, defended by two lofty 
mountains. A. D. 945, Aliboc 
waſted this country; and again, ſoon 
after, Conſtantine with the Danes 
ravaged it; and at a place called 
_ Gwaith Hirberth the Danes were 
overthrown, ng O en Was 
e 
The town of Pultkeli i is ae 
cloſe to the ſea, and conſiſts of one 
main ſtreet and ſome lanes: it is a 
place of conſiderable trade in corn, 
butter, cheeſe, and in ſhip- building: 
it has the cheapeſt market of 1 ſea- 
port town in North Wales. - 28 
At Penmorfa ſeveral duties 
are ſcattered about this part of the 
country. Near Dolbenmaen is a 
large mount, on which, it is conjec- 


tured, there has been a watch- tower. * 
| Near 


| \ 
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Near Vſtemgegid are three crom- 
lechs; and in the neighbourhood of 
Clennenny is a druidical circle, con- 4 
G fiſting of thirty-eight statt. 21Frn = 
Nevin is a ſmall market town! 
on the ſea coaſt, where the Engliſh; | 
| nobility celebrated the memory of © 
King Arthur, A. D. 1284. The 
herring fiſhery is carried. on 2 71 0 
much advantage. 8 
Crickieth is a ſmall bach own, TY 
_ contributory to Caernarvon: it has a 
caſtle, which is ſeated on a round N 
Hill jutting far into the ſea, and tbe 
iſthmus is croſſed by twodeep ditches. 
On either ſide of the entrance is a 
great round tower: its ſuppoſed 
founder is Edward the ich, but Mr. 
Pennant ſuſpects it to be of Britin 
architecture. 16 - 7h | 
Evioneth is a We! of 40 buch- 
wall of Caernarvonſhire: it is ſup- 
poſed to have obtained this name 
: 1 from 


4 


__ " mahabitants.. 


Wich good huſbandry; to fupply the 
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frvantits being watered bes 2 cumbes : 
of ſmall rivers. 
Bardſey Ifland,. called in „Wack 
wor Veorn Enlli, is ſituated at the extre- 


mity of Caernarvonſhire, celebrated 


in former times as a religious aſy - 
; lum : it is about two miles in eir- 
cumference, and contains a few 
Here a beautiful red 
ſtone is dug, nu = take a fine = 
a. 
The n of © tins 

hire are neither very abundant nor 
various, yet more than fufſficiens, 


inhabitants. The ſoil for the moi 
part is raw and thallow > even the 
valleys and bottoms ſeem to be only = 
the ſhattered refuſe of the mountains, 
conſiſting chiefly of looſe ſtones, 
ſome _ and fome vegetable re- 


* e the land is tho- 
e 
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roughly manured and maliorated, it 
e good corn. 1 
The air ef the a 5 

bees and oſtentimes piereipg: the 
valleys are more temperate; and 
about the ſkirts of the hills, and hear 
the influence of the ſea air, it is 
milder ſtill. Snow feldom continues 


long in the lower regions; in the 
higher regions it uſually maintains a 


cConteſt with eee A 
months in the 75 w 187 
The weather in North Wales ie 

very changeable, and ſubject to rains, 

as all hilly countries on the ſide of 
the tropios are : the clouds, inter- 
cepted by the hills, diſcharge their 
contents againſt chem, and i, deluge 
or water the intermediate» ſpaces 
yet the variation of the thermotneter 
is never great; 30 ufually is dle 
loweſt, and 75 the higheſt, a difſer- 
5 * ** . is 4. 
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The Welch muſic is harmonious, ; | 53 


but plaintive, flow, and affecting. 
The tunes were chiefly compoſed to 
celebrate the. glory of the heroes of 
their country, or to bewail their 
| | loſſes, and to ſtir up a ſpirit of li- 
berty in the people: although allite- 
ration is a characteriſtic of the Welch 


"' - "ſang; t have. ver row tunes in 
ng, 4 


allegra. _ 9 5 
3 1 bs PS the 
crowd, and pib- corn, are peculiar to 
„ Welch. The firſt needs no de- 
ſeription; the ſecond is ile to 
the baſe viol, but with ſix ſtrings, 
and played with the bow in the ſame 


manner : the pib=corn is a fluted 555 


bore, with fix ſtops, and a hollow. 
| horn at each end; the mouth- piece is 
2 reed or quill: the tone has ſome 
affnity to that of the bagpipe. 
Of minſtrels there were three ſorts 
formerly; in Wales. F irſt, th bards, 
: ee 


: } 
BM 
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aokin compoſed ſongs and odes of 
various meaſures. Second, ſuch as 
played upon muſical. inſtruments. 
Third, Ateaniad, whoſe buſineſs it 
Was to ſing to the inſtrument played 


upon by another: each of theſe Grif- 


« fydd ap Conan, about A. D. 1136, 
re formed and corrected, 


1 
4 


— — 


ANGLESEA.. 


Bs, 4 


PoRTH Aldiny, the moſt 3 
ferry into Angleſea, is immedi- 
ately below the church. 

The account given by Tacitus of 
the expedition of Suetonius againſt. , 
this iſland is the moſt ſtriking pic- _ 
ture of the character of the Druids, 
and probably more to be relied upon * 
than any other. 5 
The ſhore from Porthamel 

famed for being the place where he i 
landed, and put an end in this iſland 
to the Druid reign. 5 
_ "The Danes frequently invaded > 
- Angleſes; a and ons: the years 969 : 
1 715 


WELCH" TOURS, 193 


and 972 Godtryd, the fon en 
ſubdued the whole iſland. 1 
Very fe traces of ruin alich ö 
Habitations of the Druid are now ta 
be found: ſome old ſtones, ſhapeleſs 
and without order, here and there, 
indicate that there might have ſtood 
on theſe ſpots the rude and - ſimple 
piles where tlie prii 
of this iſland ſolemniſed their religi- 


val inhabitant? 


ous cere monies; and this is all that 3, 
now! remains of thationee celebrated, 
order of prieſthocd, which over! 


tl pread the northern regions of Eu-: 
rope. Strange fatality! that little 
more chan a few ſhapeleſs ſtones; und Mo 
the unte tain teſtimony of oval ma: 
ditkotiy: remain to ſatisfyi us of the in- 
fluence” that extraordinary religion 


7 


once poſſeſſod over the human ingly; £ EY 2x 1 


At Tre'r Dryw or- the habitation” * 
of the Arth. Drunt; I mn with! - 85 
 routilared 1 remains deſcribed by Mr. 

> Neuland 
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towland in chi! Hiſtory of PET 5 
ſea. His Brein Gwyn, or royal 
tribunal, is a circular hollow of 180 
feet in diameter, ſurrounded by an 
nmenſe agger of earth and ſtones, 
Si; brought ſrom ſome other 
Place: it has only: a ſingle entrance. 
This is ſuppoſed- to be the grand 
N of thy en adminiſ- 11 
tration. | aids bon. 
Here are allo the ii ak a cir- 
| def ſtones, with the cromlich. in 
the _—_— dut Nec imper- 
fect. 5 N 761347 Noc 
IIheir en eee -A 
Tacitus: were performed . in groves, 
ſacted to the moſt b erſti- 
tions; for they offered up their . 
 **.crifices upon altars ſtained with 
In: '« the blood of their captives; and it, 
t was uſual for them to augur ac- 
eng as the n 05 the human 
1 AI 0 550115120 27 victim 
vaghyo * i ty 


& 


onling. te 


9 1 ; : 


WELCH TOURS. . a. 


"y „victim followed the facred knife 


that had inflicted the wound. . 


Though Angleſea is called the 
granary of Wales, it appeared to us 
as unworthy the appellation; for 
tywenty miles of our road through it, 


ve could not diſcover more has - | 


five ar fix.corn fields, and the graſs | 
lands ſo miſcrably/,p6or, that it 
ſtarved rather than fed its hungry i in- 
habitants. We undoubtedly did not 
ſie the country to the beſt advantage, 5 
5 becauſe the exceſſive heat of the ſum. 

mer r had parched up the ground, and 5 


eie is a | ſmall 99 port, Go ; 


| whence the copper (that is found in 
the Pari and Mona mines, which 


are not more than a mile from the 


town) is ſhipped to London, Liver- 


pool, &c. The Mona, mine pro- 
dus * fineſt ore; they. alſo make 
55 2 Auantities 


19 wiltew ros. 


quantities of copper from old n 
[for a particular account of the 
. whole , proceſs, "fee tlie Scotch En- 


cyclopedla, and Tennant's e 


| ol Wales.) 


At Tinidun is the ſeat of Lori 


Boſton, "finely ' ſituated* on that arm 
öf the Tea, commanding, upwards, a 

beautiful profpect.of Carnarvon and 
 Showdon hills. The church . 


. cent was built in 1 537. 


| Bayley, Hes cloſe upon the -w: 
protected on thtee ſides 5 


__ oaks and aſhes.” 
down this magnificent | 3 


755 rait, is extremely fine. N 


4 extenſive woods of Vacnol, with . 


7 ny dead Lf Jung my eyes 


Plas Newydd; the ſeat of Sir N. 


The view up and 


* 


A little below Plas Newydd; on 
the Cacrnarvonfhire fide; appear the 


OH Craig - Bande I Was irre- 


* 


1 with 
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with the fine view of the noble c cur- 
vature of the Mena. | 

We dined at Gwyndn, on the 0 


great road to Holyhead, which is 
called by the natives Caer Guby, 


on account of St. Kybi, a holy man, 


who lived there A. D. 308. We 
left it on the right, and ſteered our 
courſe nearly ſouth, through the 
centre of the iſland. Gwyndn fig- 
- Nifies, from its name, a place of hoſ- 
pitality at the expenſe: of the lord; 
and it anſwers, in ſome reſpects, 
to its title even now ; nor muſt 1 
forget to pay my tribute of thanks to 


the hoſteſs, a fine old lady, who, 0 


paid us the utmoſt attention, and 
appeared particularly ſolicitous about 
us. We left this hoſpitable inn with 
 _ regret, and arrived at Hoel Don 


Ferry, which we crofled, after a. 


ſleepleſs night, happy to- quit this 


rather inauſpi picious iſland. 


. ro 
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WI flept at the King 's 1 at 

Roſs, which was formerly 
the habitation of that celebrated cha- 
racter who uſually goes by the name 
of the Man of Roſs.” He wWas 
truly a friend to the human kind. 
He gave his worldly goods, as far 
as they would go, to the unfortu- 
nate; and his beſt wiſhes and unt 
qualified compaſſion to all; his me- 
mory is ſtill revered, a his os 
till lamented. 


3 | 7 | vu 


. ö * - / 
. E F . 
* oe * ä 
as * 1 * 8 3 Es Ts 1 3 E - 1 N Fe. * : * Ps h * ES ey A 
— PRE ns = 5 ws e » 4 8 8 
7 5 * 
F 
ol * 


Writes ve Windro bu. . f 
| * Mere dwelt the Man of Rok. O traveller, here-. ID ce 
Departed merit claims the rev'rend tear; TM 
Friend to the friendleſs, to the ſick man health. 
With generous joy he view'd his modeſt wealth. 
If *neath this roof thy wine-cheer'd moments paſs,. 
Fill to the good man's name one grateful glaſs, 
To higher zeſt ſhall mem'ry wake thy 8 
And virtue mingle in th? ennobled bowl. 


5 2 met; — 
WW | 4 | 


Montgomery, our next ſtage, is is - 
heat town, and pleafantly fituared ; 
except St. Aſaph, it is one of the 

_* fmalkſt capital towns in the king's 

dominions. In the neighbourhood 
of Welch Pool, upon a moſt r : 

Fu eminence, ftands Powis caſtle.* «x 

The road from thence to Llan= | 
Ming is very intrieate, and we con- 
ee, to loſe our wy more oy 
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once, notwithſtanding we bad deen 7 
told it was as ſtraight: as an arrow. 
WMe were much diverted: with the 2 
whole of our journey to Llanvilling, 
particularly with the ſmall. but-plea= 
fant river "Votes whiahs we col 5 
led. | 
3th 8 is ee e 3 
ſurrounded on all ſides by barren and 


ſandy hills. The place conſiſts only - | 
of a few houſes, amongſt which there 


is a ſmall building ycleped a church, 

where once a week a ſermon is 4a CONE, 

vered in the Welch language. Fon. 
gala is ſituated upon . of Fo 
a large lake, eleven miles in circum- 
fference, and four and à half long. 


The country round ãs grand and ſub- 


me, but not intereſting; ſtupendous 
mountains ſeem to mix their heads 

wich dropping clouds, but with 
| reſpect to cultivation, or even ver- 
Ne 1 are entirely deſtituie. 


— 5, 


2 See plate. 


T 
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It was late in the evening . 
we left Bala, and therefore, contrary 


to our intention, we took up our. 


Auuarters for the night at the Druid 
. *houſe, a ſolitary place only eight 
miles diſtant from that which we 
had laſt quitted ; and early the fol- 
low ing morning we purſued our 
Joumey to Llangollen. The face of 
the nee now became-more inte- 
_ "reſting. The ſcene gradually aſ- 

ſumed a leſs rugged appearance; the 
| dark brown mountain, and the deſo- 
- hated heath; ſoftened by diſtance, 
formed a beautiful contraſt to the 
wild and irregular ſcenery that ſuc- 
ceeded. We felt our ſpirits, which 
had before been depreſſed from the 
905 Tn and nd country we had 
ttraverſed, now much aaiularated, and 
wwe ſeemed to breathe. a freer ait. 
Our road wound along the | banks 
of the river Dee, which falls mur- 
8 waſing 


3 


wen rouxs. ny OG 


muring over its -pebbled bed at the 


foot of che mountains, Whoſe ſteep 


ſides are covered with wood. of tñꝗe 


largeſt growth, here. and there the | 
ſhaggy rock, more than half rr 
Peering its broken ſummit beyond 

the moſt extended ne and 
SN Squiining: _ its ee oO 
mountain 5 are found . N Ln | 


| abundance upon its banks, | dip- ? 


| Llangollen moſt. celightul 4 


—_— State. 


n are two 5 15 PL 3 5 
6 thn be ee 
— 500 right; which we took, but it is 


* See p. 54'for x iba a 
d 


—— 


mn 


uns their gender bruches in d | 


20 rech Tours. 
rather the ns: The road is car- 
ried upon the high grounds, from 


- whence the proſpect is delightful. 


The river, winding through the val- 
s, ſometimes intercepted by a 
Tifing ground or thick wood, then 
opening full upon the view, the 
luxuriance of nature is richly dif- 
* through the whole landſcape- 
On the other fide, the river, ſteal. 
ing through the valley, had, by ies 
-overflowing, contributed to give it 
the richeſt” appearance of fertility; 


| 3 me places the mower, almoſt 


buried under the high graſs, often 
"pauſed from his labour: in others, 
the ſharp ſound of the grinding 
ſtone, the loud laugh, or toil-ſub- 
duing ſong,” were frequently heard: 
on the fides of the oppoſite hills were 
ſecattered the modeſt” hamlets that 
- oed theſe; i induſtrious n EE” 
| e | 


r”, Be, 


. * EY 4 1 4 
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: behind us, at ſome diſtance, © the J 
whitened ſpire, and part of the lithe 
town we had left, were ſtill viſible; 
whilſt over all, the ſetting ſun caſt 


its ſoftened tints, a part of the valley 3 | 


only being ſhaded by the interpoli- 
tion of a neighbouring mountain, 
whoſe ſummit Rill retained in glow- _ 
ing colours the laſt —* 5 20 n . 
parting! day. . 
About Pal way fn LMngollcn | 
to Wrexham, we eroſſed a bridge 
where the two roads meet, and then 
; we bad adieu to the river Dee, which 
kept its courſe afterwards to che right 
of us. Wrexham is a large,” Pope 4 
Tous, and well-built town.“ 
From Wrexham our road. became 
wo, intereſting, and for ten or twelve 
miles prefented nothing to recem- 
penſe the fatigue of a long and tedi- 
ous walk, until we had aſeended 3 


See p. 52 for an account of this place, bo 
* 1 
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very high hill, when the vale of 
Clwyd, in all its beauty, unfolded 
upon the ſight: it appeared like a 
' moving picture, upon which nature 
8 wad - been prodigal of its colours. 
Hamlets, villages, towns, and caſ- 
tles, roſe like enchantment-upon this 
rich carpet, that ſeemed covered 
with wood and incloſures; in the 
midſt of it, at the diſtance of about 
give miles, the town of Ruthin par- 
tially appeared from the boſom of a 
moſt beautiful grove of trees; the 
wake on. n 1. being bounded by 
aff, on a bold the. rugged promon- 
tory, ſtood Denbigh, - with its 
fortreſs,” he. undiſputed miſtreſs of 


this extended ſcene. The great de- 5 8 
fect of the vale is its want of water; 


the little river Chryd, which winds 85 5 


through it, not being nen 


N diſtance. | 
= 1 by 2 1 ? N 2% p OE» — : 4 9 * #4 6 £0 # ; 
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We dined at Ruthin, and reached 


(Denbigh: the next evening. This 


ton is well built, and the principal 


ſtreet, which is on the ſlope of the 
Sill, is broad and clean, and the ac- 
ecommodations good. After tea we 
took a walk to view the caſtle, 
whoſe venerable walls, riſing high 


above the town, command a magni- 


ficent view of the whole vale, Fe 


It was built in the reign of Ed- 


ward the Firſt, and garriſoned in the 
time of Charles the Firſt by the 
rcyaliſts, but was obliged. to ſurren- 


der to the parliament army after a 


gallant and vigorqus defence the 


'breaches in the walls are vaſt, and! 
ſerve to ſhe the ſtrength and thick- 


neſs of their oonſtruction. The royal 
and unfortunate f 


17 gi 1 tive, Charles the ö 
Firſt, after his retreat from Cheſter, 


„ e 
e . 


* 5 EIS Denbigh 
„ | 50 ; 


5 
oO WELCN Touss: - 


Denbigh is more of a venerable 
att a magnificent ruin, and would 
of itſelf have amply repaid mo for 


all the fatigue I had undergone ©; ol 


-would not willingly exaggerate thi 
accounts of what T have ſeen, or en- 
deavour to paint things otherwite.. 
"op as they really are 

Viewing the caftle, nething could 
8 more awfully grand than tlie 
ſcene before me, which I: ſurveyed 
with a degree of admiration not to- 


_ ally deſtitute of a-ſuperſtitiqus fear. 


The venerable appearance of the 
whole fabric ; walls and battlements 


riſing in ruined majeſty; broken 
:arches, half covered by the creeping 


ivy and enchanters night-ſhade ; 
high Gothic windows, which but 
diſplayed the horrible gloom that 
.reigned within; the mouldering 
tower, ſhook by every ſtorm, afford- 
ing an aſylum to he owl and the 


1 — — 


3 


welch Tours, 2 
bat; whilſt the moon burſting from 
a dark cloud, threw a partial gleam 
upon the pile, and ſerved by its 
feeble light to diſcover the deep | 
sloom of the remoter parts.“ 


UPON. THE RUINS OF | 


DENBIGH cats _ 


Nn y W — 

Tbeir heads ſublime, and to the angry ſtorm. 
Bid bold defiance, though their aged brows | OE 
Bear viſible the marks of fterndecayz © 

: While ſuperſtition, . with a-phrenſy'd eye, 

And. wildering fear, 3 

_ Aﬀeight the lonely wanderer from thy walls. 

© Far hence, thou buſy world, nor nee 

.: Thy founds of uproar, arguing much of . 

| And impotent alarms; behold, fond man, 

Tuts feeble monument of mortal pride, 3 
Where time and deſolation reign ſupreme © e 
* n er the ſolemn ſcene 4 . 


* This town bas been noticed in p. 1643 . 
me reaſon for giving it a place again, W Ü C ẽ 
from the deſeription being more enlarged, 
and probably more accurate, therefore we truſt 
it will not be leſs ee to the- reader 
* account. e | 


4 * 


N 
4 * 


* 


* the * cottage, emboſomed with- 
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In fflence pauſe, and mark this Naurd want 
That not alone the proudeſ} works of 8 


{1 Muſt pertfh ; but as this tow ring fabrie, 
That lifts its forehead to the ſtorm, till time 

. And the wild winds ſhall ſweep it from Hs 
Paſs but a few ſhort hours---the dream of life 


Is fled, _ to the cold grave inks man s faded form. 


We quitted Denbigh with great 


- reluctance, and often looked back 


upon its venerable ruins, contraſting 
them in different ſituations with the ; 
ſurrounding - objects. Intervening 


hills had ſcarcely ſhut them from our 
view, before we entered upon a wide 


common, from whence a delightful 


proſpect (terminated only by the 


ſea) lay extended before the eye; on 
the edge of the common ran the ra- 


pid river Elwy, which we eroſſed, 


over a very beautiful bridge, with 


one noble arch.— The view of the 
river, with its rocky ſhore, excavated 


in the moſt romantic manner 


in 
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in the 3 wood that roſe above . 
formed an intereſting perſpective 
ſection yn the arch of this 
bridge. | 
St. Aſaph i is a a ſinall neat town.* 


but See p · 44 for a PEE of this town... 
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HE townof Shrewſbury i is ſeated . 
= within a xeninfula, v with ground 
finely ſloping in moſt: parts to the 
river. The caſtle was judiciouſſy 


23 


laced on a narrow iſthmus 200 


yards wide, which connects it to the 

main land : | oger de Montgomery 
made this his principal ſeat, The 

town was not defended by walls ti 
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„„ Ne c 


the year 1219. There are many bit. 


torical evidences of the antiquities of 
the town, to which I muſt refer the 
reader for more particulars to Phili ps SH 
_ Hiſtory of Shrewſbury. 


Near the town is the Upper and ; 


Lower Berwic k.; one the feat of 


— Betton, Eſq. the other, of T. 


Powis, Elq. both commanding 
cious views of the river and n "i 


1 


Shrewſbury. 4:4 

The ride from Shrewſbury to 
Oſweſtry is, in many parts, pictu- 
reſque and beautiful. Thoſe moun- 
tains, that have often terrified' from 
their ſtupendous height, now break 
forth with awful and fublime effect 


| upon the eye. of the traveller, hilt 
the fertile vales, ſcreened” from the 
| tempeſt, but and . at their 


feet. 
e egen. 
| "WS AY. 


#- 


. 


he immediate road to 9 
is by Biekton,” 3 r ge. - 


LA b Ibid 


hiſtory and legendary piety. Om 


this ſpot, on Auguſt 85 642, was 
fought the battle between the ChrIfU. 
tan Oſwald, king of the Northum- 
brians, and the Pagan Penday Rin? 
of the Mereians. Ofwald was de- 
feated and loſt his life. At preſent, 
there ib not a relique of any odd 
building; excepting the ruius of a2 
15 chapet; over a'remarkably-fine: ſpring, 


that ſtill bears the name of the Saint 
near the church! is a ſpot 


and Hes an A plain tower 
We learn from a monument in me- 
L mory 


* 


WE Zen 7001s. _ *is. 


E % - ” 


0 Grp 1150 es 
5 Ofweltty:= [ 
about two miles diſtant from Whit- 
tington, 4 place celebrated in Saxon 5 


moated 

dbound the uſe of whielvis noa quit 

pi prong The preſent” churcii is 
Aintiat ity, is ſpacious; 8 


. 
8 8 K 1 nf VN 
— TI org er we +. — 
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mory of Mr. Hugh Vale, that the 
old church was demoliſhed in 1616. 
The town was fortified with a wall 
and four gates; that called the Black 
Gate is demoliſhed; the New Gate, 
the Willow Gate, and the Beatrice 
Gate, ſtill remain. The laſt is an 
bandſome building, with a guard- 
room on both ſides; and over it 
the arms of the Fitz-alans, a lion 
rampant. There are only a few 
fragments of the caſtle remaining. 
Sir William Dugdale ſays, that 6 
there was a caſtle at Oſwaldſter, at 
the time of | the conqueſt, which 1 
think probable ; laſtly, it had its 
chapel placed at a little diſtance, de- 
dicated to Saint Nicholas, and was 
in the gifts of the Earls of Arundel. 
This town was garriſoned for the 
King in the beginning of the civil 
5 wa, but was taken in June 1644 
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| by the Earl of Denbi gh and — 


A a mile . Ofueſtry in 


the pariſh of Sellatyn, lies a fine mi- 


5 litary poſt on an inſulated eminence, 
of- an oblong form, whinly has been 


fortified with much art. 500 


In Sellatyn 2 is Parkingich\ 


che ſeat of R. G. Owen, Eſg..” This 
place takes its name from a ſingular 
intrenchment ima neighbouring field. 


Sir J. Owen, the famous royaliſt, 


was of this 1 but not "Oy om 
family. - e Rays = 
From C Ofweltry we may continue 


our journey to Elleſmere. From an 
eminence called the Perthy, you have _ 


a moſt extenſive view of the flat part 


of the country, bounded by the hills 
of Denbighſhire, Montgomeryſhire, 


and Shropſhire; amidſt them appear 
the vaſt gaps through which the Se- 


vern and the D rale uren _w 


* 
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plains out of their mountainous con- | 


finement. This track is intermixed 


with woods, fertile lands, "ns moors _ 
5 of great extent. W 1 
Alſton is ſituated on an ee, 
1 of ground; a very extenſive 
wood flanks each ſide of the houſe, 


. which is bounded by a fine piece of 


| dimenſion; and whole greateſt depth 


water, made by extending.the banks 
of the river Perry. 85 : 5 
Elleſmere is a town: Sas. Oy 
lake of an hundred and one aczes:in 


is "ee Pans well — ed 
water ae ſine a EIHO OY 
Abe environs have two dente 

ſuperior to the other lakes. A god 
toben borders on one fins the fine 
wal ef -Ockle; or Ollby, wich the 
venerable. wooden houſe, As: 4 beat 
orhament to the other. & Hang. 

The park is covered wah s trees, of | 
: us; fize and OI: „ 1 + 


vaſt 
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5 1 tree, of the ſmall deaſed va- 
riety, is particularly conſpicuous. - 
The ground is finely. broken, into ſe- 
_ veral rifings,. and the views of the 
town, of the Mere, and of the two 
others, Whilemere and Leime. 
; render this a firſt rate ſituation... 15 

The town is of Saxon origin, 9 8 


Bo | __ its name from * eee which 
8 was called Aelſmere. 


The caſtle ſtood on a aan ai. 

| cial mount, on a rifing ground, way 
| three great ditches; on the more ae, 
ceſſible fide; at ee not a Wor 


_— YO RT 6 


Our next foam may be to Over- 
| ton, a pleaſant village, ſeated on 
an high bank, about a mile be- 
yond the bridge, above a rich ma- 
douy flat of a ſemicireular forma * 
varied by the Dee, and bounded in 
front with fertile and wooded flopess . 


while the lofty and naked . i i: 
. beyond and cloſe the ſcen. 
ES HA 1 In 
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ee 1278. in the reign of Edward 
the Firſt, it was in poſſeſſion of 
Robert de Crevecœur, who obtained 
for it a weekly market, held on 4 
Wedneſday. There are no reliques 
of the Caſtle, which ſtood in a field, 
Nil calledCaſtlefield, fronting theDee. 
The church is an handſome build- 
ing, "and the church- yard reckoned 
among the wonders of Wales, on 
account of its handſome yew trees. 
The epitaphs here are numerous, 
and many very curious. 
Gwernhailed, the ſeat of Mr. 
Fletcher, in this pariſh; -muſt not 
paſs unnoticed. / Few places com- 
1and ſo rich a view, and few have 
deen more judiciouſſy improved: 
it ſtands on the lofty brow that ſkirts 


the country; beneath runs the Dee, 


bounded on the oppoſite fide by moſt 
beautiful meadows, and eee 
diſtance by numbers 98 RE? 2 mow 


werent Tours. „ 
-Abear five miles from Overton. - © 
: bs? wr ſeated on the banks of 
the Dee, which is here bounded on 
both fides by rich meadows. The _ 
church has been built at different 
times, but no part very ancient. 


This place i is celebrated for being the | 
fite of the moſt ancient Britiſh mo- _ 


naſtery, or rather ſeminary, which 
contained two thouſand four hundred 


monks, who, dividing themſelves 1 


into ſeven bands, paſſed their time 
alternately in prayer and labour. Wil: . 
liam of Malmeſbury, the celebrated 
monk, cotemporary with King Ste- 
phben, ſpeaks of the remains in his 
days, ſaying, that no place could 
ſhew greater remains of half-demo - 


liſhed churches, and multitudes of > 
other rele, chan were to * ſeen | . 


ä his ——_ 1 
i FA ark alſo hed the ſite T7 
of the ſuppoſed Bonium, or Bovium, 
a Roman ſtation. _ Leland fays, that 
1 


5 by Edward the Black Prince, dated 5 
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| kein Roman money was OEEF) 
here. The bridge is a beautiful 
5 en. ren, conſiſts of a — 
On the — * Hogs to 8 
Waben Marchwail, celebrated for 
its antiquity, . Arrive at Wrexham: 
This place has been aentionec befo e, 
vide page 824. Ms 
From Wrexham . o Cacrgurle is Ss 
r B 
Caergwrle, with bp Fang is a pre- 5 


| nde borough. The village and 


church of Hope lies about a mile 
en on the north Hes 


: Beet * of Elis Naa Eſq, 
The firſt charter given to Hope was 


from n e btegaut 1% 


* 
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mountain, compoſed: of that ſpecies 
of ſtone, from bien a trade 1 is 
. to Mold you paſs Nerſuwath the lent 
_ of Edward Warring. Eſq, charm- 
ingly ſituated and well-wooded, The 
village of Mold is pleafantly ſituated 


mile weft of the town is Maes Gar- 
man, a ſpot that ſtill retains the name 
of the ſaintly commander, in the ces 
lebrated battle, the Victoria Alleluias 
tica, fought in 420 between che Bri. 
tons and Saxons, who were carrying 
— through the country. 
At a ſmall diſtance from Mold, 
on the road to Ruthin, is Fron, the 
paternal eſtate of the Rev. Mr. _ 
hams; delightfully: ſituated, 
manding a rich prof! * . 
1 lands. 
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Northope, a ſmall town, bears the 
Addition of North to diſtinguiſi at - 
from the other Hope. The church 
is dedicated to St. Peter; the body is 
long and embattled, — tower lof by. 
and handſome. ' . a 

Between the eight ER nine Weg 
e about a quarter of a mile out 
of the Cheſter road, are the ruins of 
Eulo caſtle, placed on the edge of a 
- deep wooded dingle; It is a ſmall 
fortreſs, conſiſting of two parts; the 
towers of pom are finely overgrown 
with ivy, and command the view of 
_ thiee wooded: en deep and dark- 
ſome, grow a * mae . 
dae. 

In the ade near ih aan — 
the Second; in 11 57, loſt part of the 
. his army, being ſurpriſed 
and defeated by David and Conan. 
The town of Flint (ſeep. 110 for 
another acoount of this town), is a 

,d bes On 
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whe laid out with great regularity, 
but the ſtreets far from being com- 
pleted. The removal of the greater 
and the leſſer ſeſſions, and its want 
of trade, will be further checks to 
. improvement. This town gave 
name to the county, which, with 
that of Caernarvon, Merioneth, and 
Angleſea, compoſed the four ancient 
North Welch ſhires, formed by Ed- 
ward the Firſt, immediately after the 
conqueſt of the; principality. 

The town. is formed on Ho prin- 
0 ciple of a Roman encampment, be- 
ing rectangular, and ſurrounded with 
aà vaſt ditch and two great ramparts, 
with four regular parte, as uſual 
with that military nation. The pub- 
lic buildings within this precinct are 
the church, the town-hall, and tje 

| Jail, not one of which is any oma». 
ment to this little capital. The 
: church. or rather . is dedicated 


to 


PRs - 
| 3 


| fornth*a kette divjointed from: the 
cher, and much larger than the reſt. 
This is called the dbuble tower: it 


| had been joined co che caffe by s 
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r * The eat ins | 
er ue che 5 the corners, 4570 a ; 


et of "great thick 


The Founder of his eafte i. is 96 
certain, Camden attributes it to 
Henry the Second. On the reſtora- 


diem it was reſumed by the cfown, 


among its other rights, in which it 


ſtilß continues: The erown govens 
* coiftuble, who is Tikewiſh | 
mayor of Flint. 
The impending kWh over- 
Hang the path im fome parts of the 
lower road to Cheſter from hence, give 
a folemmity and Beauty to the ride. 
The road is beſide the river, which, at 


bo water is nearly paſſable'in ſome 
e Pairs. 
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parts, though at full tide it meaſures 
five miles over. Hoyle Lake and 
Park Gate, on the oppoſite ſide, with 
the buſy town of Liverpool, which 
from ſome poitrts may be ſcem, am 


the veſſels gently wafting commerce 


to our ſhares,. all greatly enrich a 
ſcene that has been thuis delineated 
by the n of. Miſs Se- 
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In pallid diſtance, glimmer thro the-iky; | ah & 
Tho hid by jutting rocks, thy ſplendid” mes, 
0 Commercial Tux xN , elude the eye. | 


« Wide intthe fronttheconfluent o oceans roll, 
a Amid whoſe reſtleſs billows guardian HoyL x, 
« To ſcreen her azure LAKE when tempeſts how], 
" Spreads the firm texture of her amber * Iſle.” 


15 Far on the right, the dim ge — Re 


1 The Sand Iſland, which. lying in the fea, a mile uw 6 


| _ forms Hoyle, or High — 


NORTH. 
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